Byelorussians stage strike 

MOSCOW (AP) — Tens of thousands of woilteis Tuesday staged their 
second strike this mrath in the Byelorussian caintal of Minsk to protest 
the govemmeot's refusal to address their politicnl and economic 
The workers opp^ steep goveramenc price in creases, demand the 
Fesigaation of President MDchaQ Gorbachev and want a special session of 
the republic's ie^slatore. The strike did not appear to be as large as a 
walkout staged April 10*11 in die industrial dty. About 40X00 to 50.000 
peof^ mardied from their factories to Minsk's central Lenin Square for a 
r^. said Igor Geremendiuk, a le^slator and member of the Byelorus- 
sian Popular Front. He said strike committee organisers «riTnated at least 
40 enterprises bad joined the walkout Durii^ the previous strike, 
organiseis daimed 200.000 people stopp^ working in Minsk and sevml 
other dries. More than 60 enterprises — inchidiog hfinsk's tractor works, 
auto plant and electronics Victory — were in the dty of 1.5 million people, 
although transport, communicarions, stores and other essential enter- 
prises fiinctiooed fuOy. 
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Arafat aiwes Arabs to protect Iraq 

TUNIS (AP) — PLO Cbainnan Yasser Aralat urged Ar* countries 
Tuesday to protea &iq*s non-cooventiooal weapon firom destruction as 

ordered in Ibe Gulf war ceasefire apeemeat. ^peakfi^to memhenoftbe 
Palesrioe Central Council, Mr. Ara&i was quoted as sqing that Arab 
gp tfff sboold influence the United Nations to prevent 1^ from being 
Qut foT disaimaiiiBDt "These countries riwold mtexvm wU 
U.N. SecnriQ' Couaefl to place DW-oon v en t io n al Ira qi erm s under 
interoarional control, until Israel apees to eon^etely destroy its own 

weapons <rf the saine nature," sources at the meeting quo^ Mr. Aiato 

as sayin g- The formal ceased approved by the Seomqr Council to end 

tiM Golf war demandb that Bqgb^ desm? an is midear, chenn^ SM 

biological weapons Scud misriies. Baghdad has ^reed to it with 
reservations. Arafat told the 9S-member council, meeting behmd dosed 
doors sinee Sunday hi its first ^tbering since the end of tiie war, Oat 

"Arab national seeuriiy and die i^ooal balance of power" were at stake. 


Rrice: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1^ riyals; UAE 1.50&bains 


Aziz in Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — Iraqi Depupr 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz is in 
Tunis at cbe start of a North 
African tour, the first by a senior 
Iraqi leader since the end of the 
GuUr war. Mr. Aziz arrived on 
Monday night from Amman 
where he met Foreign Minister 
Taher AI Masri. Citizens of the 
five North Afiican states were 
sympathetic to Iraq during the 
war. 


Kuwait 'changing 
views’ 

on boycott of Israel 

NEW YORK (R) — Kuwait has 
oKflcated a willingness to aban- 
don part of the Arab boycott of 
Israel and do business U.S. 
companies that also work with 
the Jewish state, according to 
American Jewish leaders. The 
leaders said theyleanied this from 
Thomas Pickering, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, during a meeting on Sun- 
day. Mr. Pickering’s office de- 
clined comment and a spokesman 
for Kuwait was not immediately 
available for comment. But di- 
plomatic sources said there were 
indications that Kuwait was will- 
ing to drop its ban on American 
companies doing business with 
brael althou^ it would keep the 
ban on direa dealing with Israel, 
which it does not recognise. 

Ghali visits Rabat 

RABAT (R) — Egyptian Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs 
Boutros Ghali has arrived in 
Morocco for raHf& with govern- 
ment leaders, the official news 
agen^ MAP said Tuesday. Mr. 
Ghali. who arrived on Sunday, 
told M.AP before leaving Cairo 
he would itiscuss the Palestinian 
question, an Arab League meet- 
ing to be held in Cairo in mid- 
May. and the Non-Aligned 
Movement conference due to 
<^n in Accra in September. 

Israeli gunboat 
intercepts boat 

SIDON (R) — An Israeli gun- 
boat intereepted a passenger boat 
off South L^anon and di^rted it 
to Israel, port sources reported 
Tuesday. Tbey said the Belize, 
carrying 15 Palestinian and 
Lebanese passengers to Cyprus, 
was intercepted Sunday off the port 
town of Sidon, 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut. It was not known 
which port the boat was taken to. 
'Ibe captain is Bulgarian and the 
crew are Lebanese and Egyp- 
tians. 

Harvard teams to 
assess Iraqi deaths 

CAMlBRIDGE, Massachusetts 
(R) — A group of U.S. lawyers 
2 uid doctors are to travel to Iraq 
this week in an attempt to assess 
tiie extent of civilian deaths dur- 
ing the Gulf war, organisers of 
the trip said. The misskm orga- 
nised by graduate students at 
Harvard's Schools of Law and 
Public Health, will also deliver 
two tonnes of medical supplies to 
the Iraqi Red Crescent. 'The Har- 
vard team has compiled a list of 
50 sites bombed by allied forces 
in which civilians were either 
killed or injured. Lawyers will 
visit each site and gather informa- 
tion through observation and 
through interviews. Tlie team's 
doctors plan to conduct nutrition- 
al surveys and assess health ser- 
vices in hospitals and clinics in 
Baghdad and outlying areas. 

Khomeini; lran-U.S. 
ties impossible 

TEHRAN (R) — The son of 
Iran's late leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini says his 
country can never contemplate 
resum^ relations with the Un- 
ited States. In a sharp rebuke of 
Preddent Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjanl's moderate diplomacy, 
Ahmad Khomeini said: "I state 
frankly that we cannot have ties 
with the United States. Our rela- 
tions will forever be that of a 
sheep wiA a wolf." Ibe Tehran 
newspaper Abrar on Tuesday 
quoted him as saying: "The 
si^^>Ie-minded ones who thinir 
our eoononuc and political prob- 
lems with the West and the Un- 
ited States can be solved are 
terribly mistaken." 


Kurds say peace talks 
positive, will continue 


LONDON (R) — Kurdish guer- 
rillas negotiating for autonomy 
with the Baghdad govenunent 
said Tuesday that three days of 
talks had gone well and would 
continue. 

“The talks are moving in a 
positive directicm,'’ said one Kur- 
dish exile in London uiio was m 
contact with guerrilla leaders in 
northern Iraq Monday evening. 

A sem'or Ii^i source also told 
Arab diplomats in the Middle 
East that the talks were "very 
positive and the government is 
quite ha{^ with them." 

Kurdish sources in London said 
the rebel delegation, headed by 
veteran campaigner Jalal Talaba- 
ni, was trying to secure Kurdish 
autonomy within a 
democratically-Tun Iraq. 

The talks were with '*very high 
level officials," they said but <fid 
not say whether they were with 
Iraqi Resident Sadrtom Hussein 
himself. 

"President Saddam" has been 
portraying himself as stepping 
aside from power, resigning as 
prime minister. It has bMn more 
on a government level, although 


of course we all know who stands 
behind the government," a Kor- 
distan front spokesman said. 

He said there was still deep 
mistrust of the govenunent. 

Forces loyal to the govenunent 
crushed a Kurdish rebellion last 
month. More tiian one million 
Kurds fled their homes and into 
freezing mountains on the Iranian 
and Turkish borders. 

‘^e have come to the condu- 
sioo that a milicaxy nprising is not 
the solotion. There has to be a 
political solution guaranteed by 
Outside forces, namely the United 
Nations." a spokesi^ for the 
Kurdistan front said. 

They are also pressing their 
political case with Western gov- 
ernments, boilding on the inter- 
national recognition of their 
plight provoked by the suffering 
of tiie refugees. 

A delegation of Kurdish lead- 
ers had talks with U.S. State 
Department offidais in Washing- 
ton Monday and Kurdish dele- 
gates joined a gronp of Iraqi 
exiles who met a Foreign Office 
minister in London. 


The ^kesman said the Kurds 
had "made arrangements to se- 
core the safety of the men in 
Ba^idad," but gave no details. 

A prominent Iraqi exile in Lon- 
don said President Saddam had 
sent a number of senior offidais 
to stay with Kurdish forces near 
the town of &bil as a {riedge that 
no harm would come to the Kur- 
dish delegation during Ac talks. 

The front spokesman said he 
could not confirm Aat. 

The Iraqi exile, who asked not 
to be identified, said it appeared 
President Saddam had 
made clear be would offer the 
Kurds much of what they want. 

Apart from autonomy, tfa^ are 
demanding free eteclioi\s 
throughout Iraq, Kurdish parti- 
dpation in dedsion-making at all 
levels, and the indusion of the 
oil-pr^udog Kirkuk region in 
Ae Kurdish autonomus area. 

Noo-KurdiA Iraqi groups have 
oondeouied the decision by Ae 
Kardisfa leadership in Ae moun- 
tains of norAern Iraq to n^ti- 
ate Arectiy wiA the government, 
although they believe an a^ee- 
ment is quite possible. 


American-lraqi tension mounts 
as allied presence is increased 


ARMED IRAQIS were seen in 
Ae Iraqi border dty of Zakbo 
Ibesday to the growing alarm of 
U.S. troops setting up camps 
nearly for Kurdish refugees. 

'‘Intimidatioa levels are really 
gromng. It's a very, very tricky 
atuation. Tm tel^ you, it's 
getting wild over ttere," U.S. 
marine Staff Sergeant Lee Tib- 
betts told reporters. 

"We’ve had people coming 
near our compound at night. 1 
don't know who Aey were. We 
can’t go into builAngs in Zakho 
after dark. It's too dangerous," 
he said. 

Sgt. Tibbetts, one of Ae Gist 
marines to read Zakho Satur- 
day, said unexplained shooting 
broke out on Monday night. 

"We saw bullets. We don't 
know what it was. It's not a good 
feeling sitting Aere at ni^t," he 
said. 

The United States has sent a 
naval battle group to the 
MeAterranean off Turkey as 
a warning to Iraq not to interfere 
wiA U.S. troops, Ae navy said 
Tuesday. 

The Americans are bmlding' 
refugee camps for Aousands of 
Ku^ in northern Iraq. 

Navy officers said Ae aircraft 


Iraq asks U.N. to take over 
U.S. refugee camps for Kurds 

united NATIONS (AP) — Baghdad Tuesday formaUy asked 
Ae.UAted Nations to take over the Kurdish refugee camps Ae 
Umted States is setting up in norAern Iraq. 

U.N. ^kesman NaAa Younes said Ae United Nations was 
studying the request from Iraqi NGnister Ahmad Hussein, and had 
relayed a copy to Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar in 
Paris. 

The U.S. mission to the Umted Nations bad no immeAate 
repose. 

llie Iraqi letter calls the U.S. military effort "a serious, 
unjustifiable and unfounded attack on Ae sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of Iraq." 

It notes, however, that Bagdad has not taken any steps to block 
Aat establishment of Ae camps near Zakbo. 


carrier Theodore Roosevelt and 
the guided missQe cnuser Rich- 
mond K. 'Himer had moved from 
Ae Red Sea to bolster ships of 
Ae SixA Fleet off Ae coast of 
Turkey and close to norAern 
Iraq. 

"By having air assets, Aat pro- 
vides another degree of flexil^ty 
in case Ae refugee camps come 
under attack." said a U.S. navy 
source. 

Hundreds of Iraqi poUoemen 
carrying automatic weapons were 
reported milling around a refugee 


camp bang set up near Zakho; 
Ae Iraqis watOied but Ad not 
intefere wiA U.S. forces setting 
op tents, a U.S. military spokes- 
man said. 

While bolstering forces near 
norAern Iraq, Ae Umted Stores 
continued to remove troops in the 
souA. 

U.S. officers reported Aat 
troop strengA throu^iODt Ae 
Gulf repon continued to drop 
drastically, to 237,000 Tuesday, 

(Continned on page 5) . 


Iraqi 

cabinet 

gets 

more 

power 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Sadd^ Hussein, con- 
tinuing a series of political 
changes, has turned many of his 
powers over to Ae cabinet, the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The news agency said Ae rul- 
ing Revolutionary Command 
Cousdl (RCC) headed by Presi- 
dent Saddam had decided to re- 
voke a 22-year-old decree which 
^ve the cabinet’s powers to Ae 
president. 

It was not immediately clear if 
the move would affect the work- 
ings of Iraq's government. 

But it appeared to be in line 
wiA a series of changes over Ae 
past year aimed at ^ving Iraq's 
government the framework of a 
democracy. 

President Saddam promised on 
March 16, Aat Iraq was entering 
a "new political era" wiA freer 
public debate and multiple poli- 
tical parties. 

The government allowed par- 
liamentary elections in 1989 for 
the first time since 1980. 

Last July, it announced a prop- 
osed new constitution Aat would 
offer presidential elections and 
greater political freedoms. 

In recent years, Ae govem- 
f mem has allowed slightly broader 
pablic debate about government 
policies and performance. 
alAougb it .has punished any 
open criticism of Ae president 
himself. 

E^resident Saddam, who had 
been prime minister since becom- 
ing president in 1979. gave up Ae 
post when he appointed BaaA 
Party veteran Saadoun HammaA 
prime minister on March 23. 

INA said Ae newspaper did 
not say when Ae RCC issued Ae 
demee,. which appears to regula- 
rise Ae legal status of Ae Ham- 
madr govemment. 


Iranians paint their insignia 
on Iraqi planes which sought shelter 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iram'ao crews 
have be^n painting Aeir air 
force insignia on some of the 
Iraqi warplanes Aat scooted into 
Ae Islamic republic during Ae 
Gulf war, diplomats said Tues- 
day. 

The claim, which could not be 
independently confirmed, indi- 
cates Aat Tehran plans to keep at 
least some of Ae military aircraft 
Aat sought refuge from Ae allied 
air offensive in neighbouring 
Iraq. 

In anoAer sign Aat Tehran 
plans to hold on to the planes. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayad said Sunday Aat only 22 
aircT^, induding some aiiiiiieTS 
taken Kuwait, "would be 
returned when the crisis is over." 

The rest, he said, either 
crashed or were Aot down by 
allied jet fighters before they 
could land. 

He did not specify which types 
of aircraft were among Ae ^ he 
dted. but stressed Aat Ae Ate of 
Ae planes would be dedded by 
Iran and Iraq wiA the help of Ae 
United Nations. 

Iraq insisted April 12 Aat 148 
of its miHtaiy and dvilian planes 
made it to Iran. U.S. military 
spokesman said Aat some 137 
fraqis planes were in Iran. 

Tbe Iraqis listed the 115 milit- 
aircraft as 24 hfirage F-l$, 24 
Sukhoi 5U-24S, 40 $U-22s,foar 
SU-20S, seven SU-2Ss. 12 NfiG- 
23S and four MiG-29s. 

The dvilian aircraft were listed 


as two Boeing 747s, two Boeing 
737s, one Boeing 727, one Boeing 
707, 15 Ilyushin IL-765, two M^ 
tere Falotm 20s. three Falcon SOs. 
one Lockheed Jelstar and six 
Airbuses, believed to be amoc^ 
Ae 14 Kuwait airliners tire Iraqis 
seized when they invaded 
i^wait. 

Aaan and Gulf Aplomats in 
Tehran, spealdng on conAtion of 
anonymity, dt^ reports from 
two unidentified Irara'an govern- 
ment offidais as saying Iran’s 
military had affixed air force in- 
signia on at least IS planes, lo- 
cated near Ae norAwestern dty 
of Tabriz. 

An American reporter srid be 
saw another three planes beiiig 
repainted near a highway be- 
tween Tehran and Ae holy dty of 
Qom, 160 kilometres souA of Ae 
capit^. 

"There were tiiree planes that 
were clearly Iraqi in Ae process 
of being repainted. They 
appeared to have Iraqi mark- 
ings," said Tom Squitieri of U$A 
to^y. 

He said Iranian solAers were 
g^g the planes a coat of firesh 
paint, but he Ad not see any 
Iranian insignias being affixed to 
tbe jets. 

One Arab Aplomat identified 
Ae planes as some of Ae ‘^better 
MiGs and Sukhois." That indi- 
cated tfac^ were likely tbe top-line 
tAG-29 interoeptoR and long- 
range SU-24 fi^ter-bombeR. 

Iran recently took delivery of 


14 MiG-29s from Ae Soviec Un- 
ion. It is also reported to have 
some MiG-21 mtercepton and to 
have ordered an undisclosed 
number of SU-24s, MK3-23s and 
more lAG-2Sls. 

Ihese apparently wQl repl«x 
its aging, a^ largely grounded, 
fleet of U.S.-made F-14s and F-4s 
purchased before Ae 1979 re- 
volution. 

The exodus from Iraq was one 
of Ae great mysteries of the war. 

Analysts generally agreed Aat 
Baghdad ordered it to save its air 
force from withering allied 
attacks. 

U.S. offidais said after the war 
Aat Iraq lost 56 fixed-wing jets 
and five helioopceR destxo^, 
WiA anoAer 140 believed des- 
troyed in underground sltolten. 

The Iranians impounded Ae 
Ira^ jets and said they would be 
retur^ after hostilities ceased. 
But Iran’s polite relations wiA 
Ba gh dad duiipg Ae war have 
noseAved in recent weeks, prom- 
oting speculation that Tehran 
would probably keep most of tbe 
aircraft. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said Toesday his 
country wanted Ae United Na- 
tions to supervise refugee camps 
in norAern Iraq. 

Mr. Velayati, in Dennrark as 
part of a Aree^tion European 
tour, also called for a coOeOive 
international effort to help Kur- 
dish leftigees. 


Baker holds extended talks with 
Assad, to meet Bessmertnykh 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretory of State James Baker 
held extended tails Tuesday wiA 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
without any clear Indication 
wheAer his Mideast peace mis- 
sion wfi] succeed or frul. 

However, a ride trip to tfie 
Soviet Union was added to Mr. 
Baker's agenda. 

Mr. As^ wants to be sure tiie 
outoMse will include Ae return of 
territory held by Israel on Ae 
Golan Heights. 

bi Washington, White House 
Press Secretary Fitzwater 

said Mr. Baker has been report- 
ing to U.S. President George 
by telejAone and cable 
that a cable was received Tuesday 
at Ae White ifouse. 

"We feel tbe seoe^ has had 
pioductive talks during hu visits 
in the MidAe East." Mr. Fitzwat- 
rer said without elaboiation. 

Mr. Baker met briefly Monday 
night wiA Syrian Foreign Kffins- 
ter Farouq Al Rharaa after arriv- 
ing from EowaiL He then met 
wiA Mr. Assad for more than six 


houn. 

Leaving hb hotel to meet tbe 
Syrian Irader, Mr. Baker told 
reporters be had talked wiA 
Israeli Prime Mbnster Yitzhak 
Shamir teleiAone. 

IQs qrokesman subsequently 
confirmed that Mr. Baker told 
Kfr. S hamir he would be going to 
Ae Soviet Umon from Syria and 
would arrive in Iriael Tlmrsday 
night instead of Tuesday night as 
planned. 

"The prime minister said he 
looked forward to seeing the 
secretary," said Margaret Ihtwfl- 
er. 

She said Mr. Baker gave Mr. 
Shamir "a quick readout" of his 
talifg over the past few days wiA 
the leaders of Egypt and SaoA 
Arabia. ' 

kffr. Baker planned to go to 
Kislovodsk on Wednesday to 
meet vritfa Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Bessmertnykh. He 
arranged to fly to ferael Thurs- 
day. He now is to meet Mr. 
Sltomir on Friday before retarn- 
ing to Washington. 


The meeting in tiie Caucasus 
spa town of Kislovodsk raised 
q^eculation that Mr, Baker may 
be making progress on his peace 
mission a^ that he may be pre- 
pared to announce U.S.-Soriet 
^xmsoiship of a regioiral peace 
conference. 

A central part of Mr. Baker’s 
plans call for a Soviet and 
Aznerican-qKmsored peace con- 
ference. 

Israeli sources say Ae Jewish 
state win accept Kremlin parti- 
dpatioo only if Moscow restores 
ftA Aplomatic relations, severed 
24 yeaR ago. 

Diplomats said Mr. Baker was 
expected to have two rounds of 
tafts wfth hfr. Assad. 

U.S. offidais said Mr. Baker 
had so far received no Israeli 
r esponse to specific questions ab- 
ont the approadi to Ae peace 
conference. 

According to Israeli news re- 
ports. the questions indude a 
possible role for tbe United Na- 

(Continued on page 5) ■ 


PLO wants U.N. ‘presence’ in 
peace conference, Dumas 


CAIRO ( Ageraes) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) wants a Unit^ Nations 
"presence" in a proposed peace 
o^erence Aat has become Ae 
focus of U.S. Aplomacy in the 
NGdAe East, France’s foreign 
minister said Ihesday. 

As 'Foreign Minister Roland 
Domas described the PLO pori- 
tion, it would appear an easing of. 
the loog-standiiig demand Aat 
any tailrs between Israel and the 
Arabs be under U.N. auspices. 

Mr. Dumas told r epo r tera that 
FIX) Chairman Yasser Arafet 
spoke with him about proposals 
being discussed by U.S. Seartary 
of State James Baker during a 
tour of Israel and Arab states. 

The French mimster said be 
met wiA Mr. Arafet in Libya, 
from where Mr. Dumas flew to 
Cairo Tuesday morning. 

'T discussed wiA him tbe 
American proposals,** Mr. 
Dumas said in French tfarongh an 
Arabic interpreter. “Arafat 


wants to know details of these 
proposals. He s u pports Ae pre- 
sence of the Uaft^ Nations in 
peace talks. " 

Mr. Baker is advocating an 
laaeB plan for a r^onal cemfer- 
encB Ae Uni^ States and 
tbe Soviet Union bat not formally 
the United Nations. Besides 
opposing U.N. involvement, 
laad is l epoi t ed rductant to 
participation by Ae Emtqiean 
Commnnity. 

WiA some backing from Mr. 
Baker, Arabs want a broader 
conference in which tbe Soviets 
and Eoropeans as wen as tbe 
United States would have 
meaningful roles. 

On three rejpooal tows rince 
early March, hfr. Baker met wiA 
P^estiman penonaHties from the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza who said they bad been 
sanctioned by the n.O. 

Mr. Dumas’ portrayal of Mr. 
Arafet as seeking details of tbe 
peace proposals would indicate 


that Mr. Baker did not brief Ae 
Palestinians ^y on Ae confer- 
ence plan. 

"Regarding Patestinian pa:^ 
cipation in the cooferenoe, wfakh 
is the problem at present, Arafet 
will discciss ft wiA lepre sentatives 
of the Palestinian pctople and the 
Arab cooDtries,'* Mr. Dumas 
said. 

In 'nmis, Mr. Arafat critids ed 
Mr. Baker’s proposals but sn^ 
ped short of openly rejecting 
them, Palest i n ia n so ur ces said. 

Th^ said Mr. Arafet called for 
flezibOity at a meeting of 100 
senior membeR of tbe Falesdne 
Central Council Sunday, and 
Monday at a secret location in - 
Tunis. 

While hardliners on Ae council 
have called for a rejection of Mr. 
Baker’s proposals, Mr. Arafet 
said be “rejected the formula 
(offering more autonomy and 
less Aan a Palestinian state." 

(CootiDned on 5) 


Settlers clash with Peace Now activists 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies ) — Israeli settleR and 
peace actirists clashed Tuesday 
outside a Jewish settleoeot, set up 
in Ae occupied West Bank in Ae 
midst of U.S. Secretory of State 
James Baker’s Middle East Aut- 
tie. 

Tte United States has repe- 
atedly criticised tbe settlements 
as an obstacle to a land-for-peace 
compromise with the Palesti- 
nians. 

Noam Aruon.'^kesman for 
Ae Guri) Emunim settlement 
movement, defended Ae new 
community, named Talmon B. 

'Whoever thinks that Ae exist- 
ence of Jews anywhere in Israel is 
an obstacle to peace and order, 
sodi a man .has Nazi opmioos," 
Mr. Arnon said. 

He added: "1 wonder at Amer- 
icans identifying wiA this. I 
tbougbi radsm and feebm bad 
disappeared, but fear that here 


are signs of such thinloDg.** 

The new settlement is 20 
kflometres norAwest of Jeru- 
salem. It is about two kilometres 
nozA of another settlement. Tal- 
moD, and Amon and other Jew- 
ish settlement activists say it is 
“an annex" to the existing com- 
munity. 

Annram Goldblum of Peace 
Now scoffed at Ae settleR* daims 
that Tatanoo B was an annex. 
"You have to cross a waA and go 
over Aree mountains to ^t to ^ 
new settlement,” Mr. Goldblum 
charged. 

He caUed it “a provocation of 
Ae Israeli government against 
peace.” 

Mr. Goldblum said at least one 
Peace Now activist was hurt in 
Ae scuffle wi A settleR at tbe rite. 

DemonstratoR arrived at the 
rite foUowittg local news reports 
Aat settleR had secretly built Ae 


new sotlement near RamaHah. , 

Tbe clash took place id 
kilometres from Ramallab at Ae 
rite where eight mobile homes 
were buflt this week near the 
existing settlement of Talmoo. 

Fifteen activists of die "Peace 
Now" organisation arrived Ttoes- 
day carrying a sipi saying; “Sha- 
mir builA settlements to destroy 
peace.” 

Group spokesman Eran Hayet 
said sodfies broke. One demon- 
strator, two soldieR guarding Ae 
area and EU Fastmao, a camera- 
man for Ae Visnews internatiOD- 
al television news agen^, were 
injured. 

"Mr. Pastman ssud tiie protea- 
tOR dashed wiA six settleR, 
backed by reridents of neigbbour- 
ing communities. Sporadic scuf- 
fles went on for nearly two houR 
before the army dosed Ae area. 
He said his .camera gear was 
damaged. 


But witnesses said at least two 
kflometres separated Ae new un- 
its from Talmon and accused Ae 
settleR of potting tiiem up secret- 
to avtM public coodemnda- 
tion. 

Israelis last week secredy pot 
Dp another settlement, Revava, 
wtaidi they said was meant to 
signal Mr. Baker that Israel 
would not abandon the occu{aed 
teiritmies. 

"It’s not new thst tiiere is 
ongoing expanrion but here we 
are speaking of a new settiement 
— lilw Revava — on Ae very day 
that Baker is supposed to be 
here,*’ Ae Peace Now spokesman 
tAd ReuteR. 

Pinhas WaDerstein, a leader of 
the settleR, told Israel Radio die 
newest bowing bad the proper 
government permits and did not 
constifete a new community. 


Missile attack kills hopes for Afghan settlement 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Hope for a political end to 
nistan's bloody civil war has 
faded since two missiles *iamm^ 
into a noiAeastem A^banistan 
market, killing hundreds. Pakis- 
tan and Afghan sources said 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan and tbe 
Soviet Uznofi on Tuesday accused 
each other of stalling effbits to try 
to peacefully end tbe war. 

United Nations offidais said 
tiiglhleveJ talks qq Afghanistan 
were to have started Sunday be- 
tween Pakistan, uAere U.S.- 
backed gneiriUas are based, and 
Ae Soviet UniOD, whidi supports 
Ae Communist-style government 
in Kabul. 

But Ae fete of Aat meeting 
appeared lucertain, largely due 
to Ae gueniUas' capture of the 
southern A^ban tows of Kbost 
last monA ^ tbe mi$$3e 
attodt on Ae nortbeastem dty of 
Asadabad, tbe cental of Af|^- 
oiston’s Kuaar province. 


In a letter to U.N. Secretary-' 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
Pakiston "condemned Ae des- 
truction caused by Ae aiminal 
use of mass destruction weapons 
against die A^ban popnlation.’* 

Details of Ae letter were car- 
ried by die state-run Associated 
Press of Pakistan. 

“The use of mass destruction 
weapons... Uhistrates.the regim- 
e's desperation and damped the 
prospe^ for a political settle- 
ment in Afgharustan," Ae letter 
said. 

Soviet offidais accused Pakis- 
tan of bowing to proponents of a 
militaiy rather thu political solu- 
tion to Ae 13-year-old war. 

Guerrillas edioed Ae aceusa- 
toiy words. 

“There can be no political solu- 
tion now," said Minkaj, a spokes- 
man for Ae Afghan rebek. 

“We will talte our revenge. 
This wiU put an end to all Aose 
Mnjahedeen who talked about a 


political settlement wiA Ae 

Kabul r^me,” said Nfinhaj. 

As many as 400 people were 
killed Saturday vAen a pair 
Scud missil es damme d into Asa- 
dabad. Tbe Sads deriiwatert n 
sprawling bazaar of wooden 
shops, injuring at least anodrer 
700 people. 

Guerrillas were still searefatng 
Ae debris for bodies Thesday, 
said Minhaj. 

A^ardstan's ^venuncnt has 
been' siient except for a brief 
reference on state-owned Radio 
Kabul Monday to a rocket attack 
by a radi^ guerrina gronp led by 
Gulbuddin Hekma^nr. 

But one Soviet official said the 
attack was m retaliation for 
Kbost. 

‘“nunk of what happened. 
Bodies (of soldiera) were left to 
Ae dogs and jadk^,** he said. 

“Kbost was Ae first step and now 

this (Asadabad) is the second 
step." 

Hekmatyar, never a strong 


pft^ionent of a political solution 
to Ae war, said Ae on 
Asadabad strengthened lus re- 
solve to lead a victorious rebel 
army into Kabul, the A^han 
capital. 

The Kabul ggvemmeDt has in- 
directly tflamed tte incident on 
an attack by one rebel group on 
another's arsenal. 

“We do not have any eridence 
yet Aat it was a missile attack at 
all,” a Western diplomat said in 
Islamabad. 

“It is an qwn question vAeAer 
Aere was Ast an mqrlorion Aat 
set off ftzel stores and ammuza- 
tion. May be it was a car bomb.” 

Gneti^ qrokesmen said they 
believed Kabul fired diree 
Scuds Saturday everting. 

The Paldstan-based Afghan re- 
bel government’s ufonnation 
mmister, Najfouilah Lafraie, said 
it seemed Kabul bad obt^ed 
new Scuds as.tite ones Aat fait, 
Asadabad 'were Stronger" than 
those usa^y fired. ■ 
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Mubarak answers Shamir 1 Greece I U.N. force poised tO Rafsanjani: 


on Mideast peace process holds 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak Tuesday answered a 
message be received from Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir early 
this month, a presidentia] spokes* 
man said. 

Mohammad Abdul Moneim 
said Mr. Mubarak's reply was 
relayed to Mr. Shamir Tuesday 
afternoon by Egypt's ambassador 
to Israel. 

Mr. Mubarak's answer dealt 
with the Middle East pe^ pro- 
cess and the basic requirements 
for achieving a just settlement, 
Mr. Abdul Moneim said without 
elaboration. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Shamir was 
quoted by a leading state-owned 
news{»per as saying that Israel 
wants to normaliM relations with 
Arab states and at the same time 
negotiate with the Palestinians on 
the basis of his 1989 initiative that 
eatk for a limited self-rule for the 
Palestinians living in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

“We want to oonnalise rela- 
tions with the Arab countries and 
at the same time, negotiate with 
the Palestinians. It is not logical 
to separate the Palestinian ques- 
tion from the political and econo- 
mic backgroimd of the region," 
Mr. Shamir said in an interview 
with AI Ahram. 

“Moving the Palestinian prob- 
lem would lead to the normalisa- 
tion of the Arab-Israeli rela- 
tions," Mr. Shamir said in the 
interview with Al Ahram’s Anis 
Mansour. 

Mr. Shamir made dear that 
nonnalisation of relations meant 
putting an end to the state of war 
between Arab states and Israel 
since 1948, the Arab boycott of 
the Jewish state and the arms 
race. 

“Conventional weapons are 


more dangerous than the uncon- 
ventional aims,” Mr. Shamir said 
without elaboration. ^el is said 
to be in possession of nuclear and 
other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Mr. Shamir urged Egypt to 
carry on the role it played in the 
U.S.-sponsored n^otiations with 
Israel at Camp David 1978 which 
produced a peace treaty between 
the two countries a year later. 

The Palestinian section of the 
Camp David accords provided for 
liniited Palestinian self-rule for a 
S-year transition period with 
negotiations to detennine the fin- 
al status of the West Bank and 
Gaza and its relationship with its 
neighbours. It was never applied. 

I^. Shamir however said he 
read a published remark by Mr. 
Mubarak two years ago in which 
the Egyptian president expressed 
regret that Egypt was no longer 
able to continue such a role be- 
cause of Arab opposition. 

Mr. Mubarak said on several 
occasions that this part of the 
accords is now dead. 

Mr. Shamir ruled out any role 
for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLOj, in any fu- 
ture negotiations. 

He said such negotiations 
should be limited to representa- 
tives elected by the people in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The Israeli prime minis ter also 
ruled out any possibility for re- 
turning the (^an K^gjits to 
Syria in any fiiture n^otiations. 

"Have you ever he^ of any 
country that was ready to diange 
its territory,” Mr. S hamir said of 
the heights which Israel 
“annexed” after taking it in the 
1967 war along with the West 
Bank and Gaza. 


Death sought for 19 
for Mahjoub murder 


CAIRO (AP) The government 
demanded the death penalty on 
Tuesday for 19 of 2S alleged 
Muslim extremists charged in last 
October's assassination of 
Egypt’s parliament speaker. 

Prosecutor-General Badr AI 
Minyawy told reporters 12 of the 
25 remain at large, although in- 
vestigatois arrested hundreds of 
suspects in the Oct. 12 downtown 
Cairo ambush. People stiU held 
but not listed on the cfaaige sheet 
are being released. Mr. l^^nyawy 
said. He refused to disclose how 
many that involves. 

He said the defendants list does 
not include the names of two 
alleged conspirators shot dead 
while resisting arrest a day after 
the shooting of Rifaat Al 
Mahgpub, speaker of the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly. 

Men with submadiine guns 


opened fire on a three-car motor- 
cade canying Mr. Mahjoub and 
his security detail as it passed a 
luxury hotel. Hie speaker and 
four others were kiUed. A sixth 
mao was shot dead as the 
assailants escaped on motorcy- 
cles. 

The prosecutor-general said 
the basis of the demmid that 19 
plot leaders be banged is their 
"ainimal complicity... aimed at 
carrying out felonies to destabil- 
ise general order and security." 

He ^d only seven participated 
in the assassination. Hie prosecu- 
tion demanded unspecified prison 
terms for the remaining six defen- 
dants on charges they hid two of 
the suspects to keep them from 
being caught. 

According to Mr. Minyawy, 
'the extremists' target was Interior 
Minister Abdul Halim Musa. 


bombing 

suspect 

ATHENS (AP) — A Palestinian 
believed to be connected to a 
bombing which kiUed seven peo- 
ple m southwestern Greece has 
been arrested and held for ques- 
tioning. the public order minister 
announced Tiiesday. 

Public Order Mmister Yannis 
Vassfliades said that Assar Al 
Nobani, who holds both Jorda- 
nian and Israeli pas^iorts, was 
arrested . in the public order 
ministry. 

Ask^ by repoiteis to explain 
how he was apprehended in the 
ministry, Mr. VasSiades replied: 
*Tlease don’t press me for further 
details." 

He said that the Palestine 
Liberation-. Organisation (PLO) 
^ich maintains an embassy 
here, cooperated in the seardi 
and discovery of Nobani. 

Nobani, a former chemist^ 
student at Salonica University in 
northern Greece, was expelled 
shortly after the Golf war started 
but apparently reentered the 
country dandenstinely. 

The exploaon 'm foe port of 
Patras, Idlometres from the 
capital Friday, killed seven peo- 
ple and injured at least eight 
others. Police believe that the 
bomber carrying 12 kilogramme 
of explosives in a plastic bag was 
also killed by the powerful blast. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for the explosion. 

Police said Monday that tiieir 
investigation so far strongly indi- 
cated that 26-year-ok) Palestinian 
student Ahmad Al Hashikeh, was 
canying foe explosives wtiidi ex- 
plod^ as he was leaving a central- 
ly tocated building in Patras. The 
blast ripped apart an air courier 
service t^oe on the ground floor, 
killing at least five employees and 
a customer. Six of the ctod have 
been identified by relatives but 
foe seventh body remained un- 
claimed and unidentified. 

The Public Order hfinistry said 
that tattered pieces of a student 
identity card collected at foe 
scene of the e:qplosion indicated 
foat the mnitilated body was 
Hashikeh, a student attenfor^ 
Patras Polytechnic Univeraty. 
However, foe ministxy failed to 
ofrer any evidence that the body 
and foe student identity card 
longed to the same man. 

I^. VassQiades said Nobani 
was apprehended at 8l30 a.m. 
(0S30 GhfT) Tuesday and that 
many ofoer people have been 
taken in for questionins. He uid 
that Hashikeh's Greek @rl- 
*friend who lives in an iqiartment 
on the sixfo floor of the building 
tut by die blast was also being 
held. 


move to south Iraq 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — United AU American and Iraqi troops 
Nations peacekeepers wiU move must be out of this zone by 
into sontiiein Iraq Wednesday, midd^ Wednesday, Mr. Fayad 
and American troops will with- added, 
draw, a U.N. offioal said Hies- About 5,000 U.S. soldiers were 
day. in'tiie Iraqi section of the de- 

Hieie are more than 11,000 militarised zone as of the past 

refugees at a U.S.-run camp in weekend, according to American 

Safwan, Iraq. ofGcezs, 

Majed Fayad, the spokesman Aboin 40,000 refugees, almost 
for the U.N. peacekeeping mis- sU fraqis, are in or near the buffer 

sion, said Ttiesday he did not zone. Mr. Fayad said the U.N. 
ex pect any - secmiQr problems peacekeepers have no mandate to 

when the U.N. establishes its first conduct humanitarian opera- 
observation post in Safrvan. tions, but ofiBdals from foe U.N. 

Major General Gunther Hi^ Commission for Refug^ 
Greindl, bead of the peacekeep- were in the border area assessing 
ers, met with tte l^qi govern- the atuation. 
ment over the weekend to discuss refugee agency has not 

seointy arrangements. announced any plans to assume 

“We wre assured by coopera- responabOity for the camp. U.S. 
non assistance, ’ Mr. Fayad m,ops in Safwan said as lecentiy 
said^ the talte. as Sunday that were unaware of 

When foe full 1,440-strong any firm U.N. plans to move in. 
U.N. contingent is in place, it win U.S troops said Sunday they 
patrol foe zone along foe iarlibe impression they could be 
entire Ir^-I^ait border, adi^ infoeareafortwotofour more 
tance of 190 kilometres. It 

stretches 10 kflometnes into Iraq j^jany refugees say they are 
and five kflomctr^ mto Kuwait, desperate to emigrate to any 

Buttheli^iandKuwaidgov- country, but no country has 
ernments wil handle aU avilian offered to take them, 
administration in their territory, 

ind iiding law enforcement. Kuwaitis say they do not want 

On We^esday tiie U.N. wlD numbers of Ir^ refi^ees in 

only take over about a third of tiieir country for an extended 
the buffer zone, from foe coastal period of time, though the 
town of Um Qasr to a point west Kuwaiti Red Crescent has been 
of Safii^. About IS to 20 milit- caring for about 6,000 refugees, 
ary observers and an undeter- mostly Iraqis, at a camp in foe 
mined number of infantry soldieis ' noifoern border town of Abdaly, 
would be d^Ipyed to set up the adjacent to foe U.S. canqi in 
first post, Mr. Fayad said. Safwan. 

Critics say Gulf war 
weapons were overrated 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mb- 
riles and aircraft su^ as the 
Patriot and Stealth fighter, 
heralded for their showing in foe 
C^f war, performed far below 
foe military’s j^owing assessment, 
experts told Congress hfonday. 

"The country has been pooily 
served the shamelessly doc- 
tored ^atistks and hand-selected 
video <rif isolated successes 
that were pumped oat to the 
media during the war in order to 
influence post-war budget deci- 
sions,” said Pierre Sprey, a for- 
mer qiedai assistant to the assis- 
tant secretary of defence for sys- 
teois analysis. 

He cast aspersknis on the'Pat- 
riot and Tomahawk tnisalcs, the 
Stealth fighter and the AV-8B 
Harrier jeL 

Meanwhile, the Congressional 
Research Service issued a report 
on foe Gulf war that found the 
Patriot missile provided only 
“modest anti-cactical ballistic 
missile capabilities” and urged 
foe Pentagon to consider 


weapons superior to tiie Patriot 
to fowart the {uoliferation of bal- 
listic urissiles. 

The air force’s A-10 slow-speed 
tactical bomber, however, pec^ 
formed far better foan the service 
expected, witnesses said. 

Oting uncensored tnformatioa 
that emerged after dis^reements 
between Israeli and U.S. offi- 
cials, Mr. Sprey said that very few 
of S^d warheads intercepted by 
Patriot missiles were stopped 
from hitting the ground and ex- 
ploding. 

The army has said foat 45 of 47 
Scud missiles were successfully 
intercq^ied. 

The oM^resrional research ser- 
vice, in a rqpoit on the imp^- 
tioDSiXif Opmtion Efeseit ^eld 
and Desert Storm ffo the future 
military, said the Patriot per- 
formed fairly well against the 
unsophisticated, single-warbead 
Scud. 

The Patriot intercepts, howev- 
er. occurred at short range, caus- 
ing debris to fall on taig^ die 
P^ot was deployed to protect. 


Firefighters still irked at logistical problems 


By David Crary 
7fre Associated Press 

GREATER BURGAN OIL 
FSLDS, Kuwait — ^uipment 
shortages, bureaucratic delays 
and inadequate water supplies 
continue to hamper efforts to 
extinguish the roughly SOO blaz- 
ing wells in Kuwait’s sabotaged 
oil fields, firefighters say. 

Crew chiefe from the three 
Texas companies involved in the 
massive operation detailed their 
problems in a private meeting 
Monday with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

“We told him things were 
going a little slow." said Coots 
Matthews of Houston-based 
-Boots and Coots Co. "We need 
more equipment, more water and 
a little more help from the 
Kuwaiti government." 

Kuwait's pace was “slow at 
best,” Mr. Matthews said. He 
reported that Mr. Baker prom- 
ise to ^ what he could to qieed 


thinp up. 

Larry Flak, coordinator of the 
firefi^ting operation, said crews 
had controlled 60 of foe sabot- 
aged wells, either extinguishing 
fires or capping those which were 
^wing u^t oil. He said foe 
crews now were putting out fires 
at a rate of roughly three a day. 

As of two weelu a^, one of 
the worst problems facing the 
firefighters was long delays of 
equipment at the Saudi Arabian 
bor^r. Mr. Flak said heavy 
equipment now was being 
brought to Kuwrit by riiip to 
avoid these delays. 

On April 13, then-Oil Minister 
Rafoeed Al Amiri said the fire- 
fighting job was too big for foe 
few companies initially signed on 
— Red Adair, Boots and Coots, 
and Wild WeU Control Co. of 
Texas, and Safety Boss of Alber- 
ta, Canada. 

Mr. Amiri said teams would be 
required worldwide in an effort to 
put out foe fires in seven months 


of the oii^nal projection 
of two ye^. 

Mr. Amiri, who did not consult 
with the North American com- 
panies before making his 
announcement, was ousted when 
a new cabinet was named Satui^ 
day. 

Mr. Flak said the new oil minis- 
ter, Hamud Al Rnqba, was a 
“get-along kind of guy” u4)o 
promised the firefighfers fuQ sup- 
port. 

Mr. Flak said it was likely foat 
more teams would be add^ to 
the operation, but not until con- 
tractors hired by Kuwait to hand- 
le logistics obtained more equip- 
ment and tools arrived. 

Said Mr. Matthews: "They 
can't supply the teams they have 
now.” 

Mr. Flak said soine of the 
equipment provided to the teams 
was shoddy. 

“They shipped us some junk 
equipment,” be said. “We 


screamed about it. They don’t 
ship us junk any more.” 

Mr. Matthews and other fire- 
filters cited water shorties as a 
critical problem, althou^ Mr. 
Flak said progress had been 
made. He said pipelines linking 
the Greater Buigan oil field wifo 
the Gulf were able to fill a lagoon 
until 500,000 gaUons in 12 hours. 

Mr. Hak said "a bunch of 
fires” — but not all — would be 
out within seven months. “It will 
be a lot less smoky then, and a lot 
nicer a place to live.” 

Mr. Baker, wearing khald 
pants and a Texas longhorns polo 
shirt, viated a rite where a Red 
Adrir crew is trjnng to put oiit 
oneof the most dif&ult fires. He 
con fe rred inside a small bus with 
Che senior membeis of the tiiree 
Texas-based outfits, then walked 
to a conngated-metal observa- 
tion post less than 50 metres from 
foe blazing well to get a closer 
look. 

Red Adair crew leader 


Raymond Henry explained to 
Mr. Baker the team’s plans for 
putting out the fire, a particularly 
difficult one because oil was 
spewing in several directions 
from a badly damaged wellhead. 

Mr. Baker, pasting on Mr. 
Henry’s explanation to reporters, 
said foe crew hoped to knock off 
the t(^ of the wellhead with a 
boom so the would q>ew 
strai^t upwards, making it easier 
to extinguisb later, protably wifo 
ejqiloriim. 

Throngbont the visit, two pipe- 
lines were dousing the ball of fire 
with 2,000 grilons of water a 
minute to mmimMa the heat. The 
crew said tiiey would not be ready 
to try to extinguish foe fire for at 
least another day. 

Kuwaiti offid^ say the fires 
are borning about six million 
barrels of oil a day, a daily loss of 
about $120 million. But British 
sdentists said the lost oH may 
actually be closer to two million 
barrels a day. 


Messages 
on hostages 
exchanged 
with U.S. 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Hasbemi Rafsanjani has said 
foat there have been message 
ez rfian g es wifo Washington over 
a posable swap of Muslim d^ 
tainees for Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

But be gave no indication if 
these contacts have made any 
pro g r e ss toward ending the saga 
of hundreds of Lebanese de- 
tained by Israel, four Iranians 
captured and reportedly IdUed by 
Lebanese militiamen and 13 Wes- 
terners miMitig in Lebanon. 

Mr. Rafsanjani's remarks were 
published by tiie Perrian daily 
newspaper Ettelaat as part of a 
wide-raiding interview that also 
touched on domestic and interna- 
tional issues. The text was cairi^ 
by the official Islamic Republic 
News agen^- 

Asked ab^ reports of con- 
tacts between the United States 
and Iran, Mr. Rafsanjani said 
these were mostly in the form of 
message exdimges throng a third 
party deaJhig with the hostage 
issue. 

“As you know, the Swiss 
embas^ in Tehran is functioning 
as foe interest section of the 
United States,” be said. “Ihe 
Americans send tiieir messages to 
our foreign ministry tbrou^ foe 
Swiss embassy. 

’They are studied and re- 
sponse to them is given to tiie 
Swiss diplomats. Well, they may 
do the same forougfa Tfo’key and 
Similar countries,” he added. 

“The Americans sometimes 
have something to say about the 
hostages,” Mr. Rafi^jani said 

The ordeal of the hostages, be 
said, also was discussed by Ira- 
nian and U.S. repR»eatatives to 
a daims tribunal in foe hague 
whidi has been trying to resolve 
financial rfaims between Iran and 
the United States. 

The finandal disputes were 
sparked by. the break in ties that 
followed foe 1979 takeover of the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran by mili- 
tants who held 52 Americans 
. hostage for 444 days. 

"Each of the two countries 
' wants foe otber ride to use its 
■ influence ia Lebanon. The U.S. 
has influence on tiie Israelis and 
foe (Lebani»e) Lalan^sts. The 
Islamic Republic's influence on 
foe Lebanese Muslims is a natural 
a^ir,” he said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani did not link the 
return of Iranian assets frozen by 
Washington to foe fete of foe 
luMta^ as other radical Iranian 
offidals had done. 

A reputed pragmatist, Mr. 
Rafsanjani said only fo«f uofreez- 
ing foe assets, vfoi^ Iran ei«tms 
are worth $11 billion, was a pre- 
condition for a restoration of 
diplomatic relations. 

The Westerners missing in 
Ldiaooo are rix Americans, foor 
j Britons, Two Germans and an 
' Italian. Most of them are be- 
lieved held by pro-Xranian 
zealots. 

Iran has demanded in zetom 
for using its influence on the 
lddna{q>ers foat foe West help 
shed l^t on foe fete of four 
Iranians who were kidnapped in 
the Christian heartland in north 
Lebanon in 1982. 

Christian militj? commanders 
say the Iranians are dead. Tehran 
says it wants proof of foaf 

Iran also backs foe demand 
that Israel free more foan 300 
Lebanese detainees from deten- 
tion centre in the 3staeB-occupied 
border strip in South Lebanon. 

Israel, for its part, wants the 
Lebanese to free seven service- 
men captured daring militaiy op- 
erations in Lebanon in tbe 1980s. 
Three of tiie Israelis are believed 
stin alive, but there other are 
feared dead. 


800,000 Iraqis hiding in 
south Iraq marshes —Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — More to 
800,000 Iraqis Uving in pitinii 
conditions in marshlanfo 
soDtbern Iraq, Tehran Radio 
quoted an Iraqi rebel source as 
saying on Monday. 

There was no independent con- 
jgnnation of the rebel s report, 

Tehran, which has been 
swamps by about one million 
fi<^ng Iraqis, has been trying to 
draw worid attention to foe plipt 
of mainly Shi'ite refugees in the 

south. .. 

Tbe unnamed source said many 
of tbe refugees, especially 
dren and old people, were dying 
because of lack of food a^ medi- 
cine and diseases endemic in the 
hot, inhospitable marshes. 

“More than 800,000 people of 
sonthern Iraq, forced to abandon 
their homes, are Uving in wretch- 
ed conditions in marshes of 
soutfaeni Iraq,” he said. 

"With tbe world's attention fo- 
cused on Kurdisb refugees from 
northern Iraq, the cxisteiice of 
hundreds of thousands of re- 
ftigees in southern Iraq is forgot- 
ten,” the radio said. 

Shfites in southern Iraq were 
the fii^ to r^l m February. 

Iraq cracked down on the un- 
rest and anotiier rebellion by tte 
Kurds in tiie north, sending mil- 
lions on a desperate flight to the 
Iranian and Hirkish borders. 

Iran’s Interior Nfinister Abdol- 
lab Nouri said Iran was already 
hngting 50,000 Iraqi refugees in 
the soufo and 9IX),000 in foe 
nortii, tbe radio rqxuted. 

Many of tbe refugees settled in 
southern Iranian provinces were 
still short of food, shelter and 
sanitation, it said. 

Iran had eartier reported more 
than a minion Iraip refugees had 
crossed its borders. 

In tiie north, some 200,000 of 
the refugees are bring in tents. 


public places or the open air fii T 
foe Kurdisb border town of Sar,"' 
dasht, which was Iran’s coWesT ■ 
town in the past 24 hours at l: 
degree Cebiiis (34 Fahrenheit). 

Tehran Radio quoted refugees ' 
waiting for entry to Iran's . 
distan province as saying typhoid^, 
cholera and other diseases wme- =' 
spreading on dangerous scales. - - 

“The death of children and old. 
people because of extreme oedd,' 
hunger and lack of hygiene ison - 
tbe rise,” it said. 

Mr. Nouri was speaking to the V 
French president’s wife, DanielleV- 
Affitteiraad, who inspeded relief . . 
operations in the northwest Ira* - 
njwn dty of Orumiyeh. — 

Mrs. Mitterrand said she woidd ; 
poblidw the feet that Iran could. ' 
Mt cope wifo the influx iritiMM' . 
international help, the radio said. 

Foreign Minister Ali Atbar:.; 
Velayati said Sunday 108_.^. 
planeloads of supplies had ar- 
rived in Iran from abroad bnt it ■ - 
went nowhere near meetii^ titer 
needs of foe refugees. . i 

President Akbar Hasbemi Raf* ^ 
sanjani. in an interview pubhdied- - 
Monday, said: “We are now ca^ 
lying out our human, Islan^^ 
duties ... 

“We will fry to return ti»_^ 
refugees to I/aq at tbe first postir.'; 
ble opportnni^. While in Irav..:. 
they should stay in fenced campi^ 
away from the people of our- . 
country." 

Teh^ Radio said in a com-.- 
mentaxy the international retief... 
effort was inadequate and wbai' 
aid was forthcoming went mostiy-' 
to Turkey, whidi has 500,000.-. 
Kurdiri) refugees on its border. 

It <^med people throughout* 
Iraq were under attack and tbere^' 
■fore tile aUied plan of creating . ; 
safe havens only in northern Iraq \ 
did not solve the problem. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Gadhafi, Arafat meet Dumas 

NICOSIA (R) — French Foreign Miidster Roland Dnmas has held 
raiipt on bilateral relations and foe middle east with Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chainnan Yasser Arafat, Libya's news agency JANA said Tuesday. 
Hie agency said Mr. Dnmas, the most senior French official to visit 
Libya in years, conveyed a “verbal and personal message” from 
French Prerident Francois Mitterrand. It gave no detail. Discus- 
sions held late Monday covered bilateral relations and foe desire to 
-develop them. JANA said. "The talksalso touched on foe outcome 
of the Kuwaiti crisis, the Palestine case, foe Kurdish problem, foe 
iinpoitance of preserving Iraq's unity and applying >intemational 
legality to ^ worid issues and sohfoig them through peaceful 
means,^” it said. Mr. Dumas was due to travel later to Egypt. JANA 
said tbe meeting between the PLO chainnan And Mr. Dumas took 
place after Mr. Arafet arrived in foe Libyan capital. “Latest 
developments of the situation in the Arab region, foe Palestine 
qnestimi and Ifelestimaa-Freocb relations were discussed at die 
meeting,” it added. 

Belgian mission stuck at Iranian airport 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian paratroops sent to help Kurfosh 
refuge^ in I^ are strmided at an airport there b^use the 
authorities have refused them entry, offals said on Tuesday. 
Thirty-e^t paratroops flew to foe town of Urmia in northwestern 
Iran Sunday in four C-130 hercules transport planes canying tents, 
beds, blanl^ and medical supplies. They were to set up a camp for 
1,000 refugees near tiie Iran-I^ border in a joint operation with 
the European Community. Instead, a Defence Ministry spokesman 
said, they were refused entry. The troops were still at the airport 
because of “administrative and technical coordination problems 
between the EC., Belgium and the Iranian authorities,'' he added. 
Seven more planes due to fly to Iran wifoin foe next few days were 
unlik^y to leave Belgium befdre the sitnation had been sorted out, 
he said. The spokeman denied Belgian media reports saying the 
paratroops did not have visas for Iran. He dedined commeot on a 
report claiming Iranian autiiorities had urged the Belgians to leave 
because the sight of soldiers in combat kit had shocked the local 
population. 

Red Cross meets 700 prisoners in Kuwait 

GENEVA <R) — Cross delegates visit 700 prisoners in Kuwait 

nearly every day to check that tiieir human rights are respected, a 
1 ^ C ross official said Monday. "We have an extremely intense 
visiting programme to verily, in this crucial phase, everything that is 
happemng and to inform the autiiorities,” said A^elo Gnaedinger, 
Jiefh^e East representative of the international Committee of 
tiie R^ Cross (ICRC). Amnesty International, tbe human n^ts 
organisation, said of Friday hundreds of people, mostly Palesti- 
nia^, bad been arbitarfly arrested and scores tortured or executed 
m Kuwait since the Iraqi uitiidrawal. Kuwait ag reed there were 
abuses and promised to bring offenders to justice. The ICRC 
acmerra to a policy of confidentiality on its prison visits and has thus 
refused to comment on the amnesty report. 
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Princess Sarvath lauds 
JNRCS services, 
assumes chairmanship 


AMMAN (J.T) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath Tues- 
day lauded! the humanitarian 
services of the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) 
and urged its officials to eidend 
such services to all parts of the 
urban and rural regions of the 
Kingdom. 

“JNRCS efforts and humanita- 
rian services have assumed inter- 
national standards, offering relief 
services on a wide scale," the 
Princess said during a visit to the 
JNRCS headquarters in Amman 
marking her assumption of the 
post of bODoraiy chairmanship of 
the JNRCS's women branch, as 


entrusted to her by Her Majesty 
Queen Zein A1 Sharaf, the 
Queen Mother, who has been 
serving as chairperson of the 
•same branch. 

Ihe Princess was briefed by 
JNRCS Vice-President Moham- 
mad A1 Hadid on the society's 
various activities and its roles at 
the international level as well as 
the activities of JNRCS branches 
in various govemorates. 

The Princess was later acoom- 
panied on a tour of the Hiial 
Hospital and the Vocational 
Training Centre for women, ^th 
of whic^ are run by the jStrCS 
for the benefit of the local women 
community. 



Her Royal Hjghn«g Princess Sarvath Tuesday visits the JNRCS 
hjjfttfqyart M -g in Amman (Petra photo) 


World Traffic Day to be 
celebrated for a week 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Various 
towns in Jordan are making plans 
to celebrate World Traffic Day 
on May 4, 1991. with the parti- 
cipation of drivers from the Pub* 
Uc Transport Corporation, traffic 
police and members of the local 
communities. 

Reports said that thi< year's 
celebration, to be held under the 
slogan “economic driving and 
security on the roads." would be 
held in Amman as well as Zarqa, 
Irbid, Salt, and Karak. among the 
main towns of the country. 

On.the eve of the celebrations 
the F^bUc Security Department 
(PSD) released figures about 
road acddents and casualties in 
the country during 199(^- which 
marked an increase over the pre- 
vioos year, and said that a public 
awareness campaign to i^uce 
the acddents was continuing. 

According to Brigadier Awni 
Mismar, director of the Drivers 
and Vehicles Licensing depart- 
ment, 379 dtizens were killed and 
10.464 others injured in 17,836 
road acddents that occurred in 
the Kingdom during 1990. 

He said that most of the acd* 
dents had occurred due to exces- 
sive speed, wrong overtaking and 
non-abidance by traffic regula- 
tions. 

Brig. Mismar estimated Jor- 
dan's total economic losses from 
these acddents at JD 40 million, 
represented in medical services, 
damage to property, and ex- 
penses on services entailed in 
these acddents. 

In 1989, Brig. Mismar said, 
Jordan had 3S5 people dead and 
9.474 injured in 18336 road acd- 
dents. By contrast. 1S)90 had less 
accients than 1989. but a greater 


number of dead and injured, 
largely due to the presence of a 
large number of vehides in the 
country, owned by the Jordanian 
and Palestinian returnees from 
Iraq and KuwaiL 

On May 4, the country will 
observe World Traffic Day, an 
event which will be extendi for 
a whole week and which will 
witness various types of activities 
aimed at ^reading awareness 
among members of the public 
with regard to safety on roa^ and 
safe driving. Brig. Mismar said. 

He said that drivers, policemen 
and policewomen and other 
memt^ of the public would be 
honoured, during the celebra- 
tions at a special ceremony to be 
held at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, for tfaetr remarkable activities 
designed to reduce the number of 
acddents. 

The first period at schoots^will 
be dedicated to spreading aware- 
ness among the school children 
about safety on the roads, and 
10,000 booklets will be distri- 
buted to the students and other 
dtizens dealing witii sound and 
effective measures and the proper 
use of vehicles and saving fnel. 
Brig. Mismar said. 

Furthermore, mechanical, 
checks of various vehicles will be 
conducted during the week and 
strict monitoring of speed will be 
observed, with cars not allowed 
to exceed 85 kilometres per hour 
on the highways during the week. 
Brig. Mismar pointed out. 

He said that the booklets and 
pamphlets to be distributed con- 
tain very useful information and 
tips dxnit technical issues of vehi- 
cles and sound ways to conserve 
fuel. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Ismail Shureiql families 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday dele- 
gated the assistant chief of protocol to convey his condolences to 
Ismail family and to the General Union of Jordanian " rade 
Federations over the death of Mohammad Samih Ismail, chair- 
man of the union’s Central Council. The King also delegated the 
secretary general of the Royal Coart to take part in the funeral 
procession of Shahira Shureiqi and to offer his condolences to A1 
Shureiqi family and Kheir family over her death. Also Tuesday, 
His Royal Hi^ness Prince Mohammad, the personal representa- 
tive of His Majesty King Hussein, delegated the director of hi* 
office to take in the funeral procession of Shahira Shureiqi, 
wife of the late Bashir Kheir. 

Prince Hassan receives Pakistani team 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Pfighness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday received at the Higher Council of Science and Technolo- 
gy a delegation of teachers and students from the Pakistani 
National Defence College. The Crown Prince discussed with the 
deleption members the situation in the region and Jordan’s 
principled position vis-a-vis these situations. The meeting was 
attended by Che Pakistani ambassador and tiie military attache in 
Amman. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

ExmsmoN 

— The International BuUdiag Exhibition at the University of 
Jordan. 

LECTURE 

— Lecture on archUectnre by Prof. Dr. Rug- Jan Cqjka entitled 
“Reflections of Personal Esqperience in dmhfiddle East” at die 
Jordan University of Sdence and TeduMdogy (JU^ — 11:00 
a.ffl. 
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Her N^esty Qneen Noor Monday vsits Dana natural reserve set np in the TaCileh Govemorate 
(Petra photo) 

Natural reserve to protect 
area, help local villagers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Qneen Noor Monday visited the 
Dana natural reserve in the 
Tafileh Govemorate, a project of 
the Royal Sodety for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN), 
where she toured the project 
facilities and met with a number 
of the village inhabitants. 

Dr. Anis Muasher, prerident of 
RSCN, presented the Queen with 
a briefing about the project, 
whidi is an integrated approach 
to conservation, encompassing 
the protection of the area as weU 
as assistance for the controlled 
development of the resident peo- 
ple of Dana village and the sur- 
rounding area. 

The project entails mainly the 
preservation and protection of 
the wildlife in that area, which 
was designated by the RSCN and 
the international Union for the 
Conservation of Natiiw. (lUCI^ 
as one of twelve reserves in the 
country. 

The 100 square Idlometies re- 
serve ranges from wooded moun- 
tains in the nortbera sector to 
shmb'St(^)pe in the soutii. Sub- 
stantial vrood cutting for fire- 
wood, severe oveigrazing and in- 
tensive hunting of the area’s 
animals, such as the ibex—- whidi 
is almost extinct locally — were 
the -major warning signals that 
prompted the RSGN to diose 
Dana as a natural reserve. ' ' 


For that purpose, the RSCN 
plans an ibex reintroduction 
programme for Dana, as well as 
fencing the reserve. The project 
also includes plans for the re- 
novation and levftaltsatioa of the 
traditional Dana village, so as to 
become a stopover for tourists to 
Petra, Aqaba and visitors to the 
.reserve itself. This, Dr. Muasher 
said, would imply training the 
local popniaoe in tourist support 
services and handicrafts, indud- 
ing those involving the cutting 
and polishing of the predous and 
semi-predous stones that exist in 
the area. 

Mr. Muasher said that the sod- 
ety would cooperate mtb the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
(NHF), which has conducted a 
comprehensive plan for the de- 
velopment of the Dana area, 
through the reconstruction and 
renovation of village traditional 
bouses, to preserve this impor- 
tant part of the cultural heritage 
of Jordan, which existed well 
before the 20tb century. 

Mr. Tsam Zawawi, of the NHF, 
said that Dana would be part of 
A1 Noor Project for the D^elop- 
ment of Rural Areas, which is 
dieady applied in a number of 
tillage in Jordan. It entails the 
estabHshment 'ofa local develop- 
ment council and corrunittees. 
and a village development fund, 
to organic the inhabitants and., 
train them on managing develop- 


ment operations in the village. 

The project also includes plans 
to pnmde Dana with various 
services, like inside roads, water 
and electridty networks, that 
have been the major impetus in 
causing its dtizens to move to the 
nearby collage of Al Qadistyya. 
4 According to Mr. Zawawi, 
NHF is going to encourage the 
residents to stay in Dana by 
providing them with agricultural 
and educational support to en- 
able tiiem to better and more 
folly utilise the land and water of 
the area, and to ffve them a 
measure of self-suffiden^. Plans 
are now underway to implement 
mcome-generating projects, such 
as animal husbandry, bee- 
keeping and medical herbs. 

Dr. Mohammad Al Zaben, 
minister of municipal and rural 
affoirs and the environment, who 
aocomp^'ed the Queen on the 
visit, said that his ministry in- 
tended to establish a village coun- 
cil in Dana to present it in the 
operation of touristic, agricnltn- 
ral and economic projects. 

Also accompanying Queen 
Noor were Mr. Bassam Saket, 
president of the Administrative 
CouncD of the Jordan Cement 
Company, Jbe governor of 
Tafileh, secretiuies general of the 
ministries of water and irrigation 
and planning. as weU as other 
offidals and newbies Lfroro the 


'Discovery will do miracles to the 
economics of the poor world’ 

Jordan attends symposium 
on wildlife protection 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan was 
among 23 countries firom around 
the world to attend an interna- 
tional symposium in London enti- 
tled ‘Midlife economics and 
management... policy and prac- 
tice’’ which focused attention on 
a new scientific discovery that 
would absolutely preserve the 
lives of all ammais on earth. 

Jordan was represented at the 
symposium by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN), which continues a drive . 
here to preserve all types of 
animals, to protect indigenous 
spedes and their natnral habitat, 
and preserve the foima and flora 
of Jordan as well as reintroduce 
endangered and locally extinct 
species to their natural habitats. 

The symposium focused atten- 
tion on the creation of frozen 
embryos, and later on a frozen 
zoo, more or less like a data bank 
of embryos kept frozen by liquid 
nitrogen, according to Mr. M^r 
Abu Jaafar, the iSCN's director 
general who took part in the 
18-day symposiam and briefed 
the meeting on Jordan’s en- 
deavours, throu^ its wildlife re- 
serves, to conserve the riches of 
nature. 

Only Jordan and Morocco 
from the Arab World were repre- 
sented at the meeting during 
which Professor Ulysses Seal 
from the United States presented 
his discovery and Us experiments 



on white rhinos in Indoneria, 
complete with video tape, said 
Abu Jaafar in a statement to the 
Jordan 'Hroes. 

Professor Seal, chainnan of the 
Captive Breeding Specialist 
Group founded in tiie U.S., has 
been working for years on this 
"scientific ntirade" before he was 
able to present it to the world, 
but, according to Abu Jaafar, 
experiments are $tU] going on and 
if they become succes^ and 

generalised they will do miracles 
to the economies of the poor 
world. 

“In addition to the fact that the 
discovery can help preserve all 
types of life from extinction, the 
symposium covered various 


Symposium tackles 
the national charter 


SALT (Petia) — Mahes Youth 
Gob Monday hosted a sympo- 
siura on the national diarter. 

Addressing the gathering were 
members of die Royal Commis- 
sion of the National Charter Faw- 
zi Tueimeh, Mohammad Adnan 
Al Bakhit and Chairman of the 
Cultural Committee at the Qub 
Elayyan Al JaloudL 

Ftiiticipants reviewed the his- 
torical stages of the foundation of 


the Trans-Jordan emirate, the 
building of Jordan and various 
JordanUm institutions. 

The speakers stressed that the 
diaiter represented a qualitative 
step forward in the march to- 
wards progress, and a fruit of the 
general political detente. 

They labelled the charter as a 
step on the path of enhandng the 
democratic approach. 


aspects of the measures to be 
taken around the world for the 
protection and preservation of 
wildlife, laws related to such pro- 
cesses and strat^es needed to 
promote the conservation of na- 
ture,’’ Abu Jaafar said. 

“]fe my address at die s^po- 
sinm, I outlined Jordan's en- 
deavours to promote public 
awareness of environmental 
issues and to supervise and en- 
force rules governing the con- 
servation of nature," Abu Jaafrir 
added. 

“The RSCN, which was estab- 
lished in 1966, now has created 
six wildlife reserves in the King- 
dom with the <^ective of pro- 
tecting the ecosystems with their 
cfaaiacteristic faunal, floral and 
geomorphdogical features,” Abu 
Jaafar said. 

He said that the reserves were 
those of Azraq wetland, 
Shaumari, Wadi Mujib, Znbya, 
Dana and Rum. 

According to Abu Jaafar, tbe 
reserve system as a vriiole wfll 
encompass femr per cent of tbe 
overaO land area of Jordan by the 
end of the century and will in- 
dude areas representative of all 
natural regions ^ Jordan. 

He said that this process 
'allowed the reserve sy^m to 
support every single type of io- 
di^ous spedes of flora and 
feuna, 'making these areas essen- 
tial for the future survival of 
Jordan's wildlife. 


Minister assaiis U.N.*s 
handling of regional issues 



AMMAN (Petra) — Justice 
Nfinister Majed Khalifa Tuesday 
criticised tbe United Nations for 
foiling to deal fairly with all re- 
gional and • international prob- 
lems. 

Addressing tbe 30th session of 
the Afto-Asian Legal Consulta- 
tive Committee, held in Cairo. 
Mr. Khalifa said that the United 
Nations resointions were not im- 
plemented equally and had fallen 
short of finding durable and 
permanent solutions to the chro- 
nic problems threatening world 
peace and security, such as tbe 
Palestine problem and the South 
African problem. 

“Failure to embark on immedi- 
ate actions to address these prob- 
lems means the enhancement of 
racial disernnination and a collu- 
sion with the Zionist occupation 
of Palestine,” Mr. Khalifa said. 

*Tbe United Nations' silence 
over what is going on in the 
occupied Arab territories and 
over the oppressive feraeli mea- 
snres against the Palestinian peo- 


ple and tbe inhuman practices 
carried out by the racial South 
Afrk^ re^me is not acceptable 
at all/’ Mr. Khalifa said. 

He added that the United Na- 
tions had mobilised all mflitary, 
political and economic capadties 
and resources to find a ra]xd, 
flrottgh devastating solution to 
the Gulf crisis while it has foiled 
so far to find a just and honour- 
able solution to the Palestine 
proUem. 

Mr. Khalifa suggested diat the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil's membership, includiflg ic 
permanent membeis, be reconsi- 
dered with a view to ensuring the 
representation of the whole 
worid. 

He proposed that the ooundl 
group two permanent members 
for Africa, two others for Asia 
and one to Latin America; He 
based his suggestion on three 
factors, namely: population de- 
nsity, cultural bMkgrouiKl and 
strategic geographical situation. 


The minister called to cancel!- 
ing die right of veto, sayii^ that it 
was hi g h time tins ri^t was can- 
celled in order to cubic 
council to cany out its duties 
effidentiy and in a fair manner, 
without any obstacles. 

“If the coundl is to enforce any 
resolution by force, then h should 

seek tiie approval of tbe General 
Assembly, whicb rqnesents tbe 
whole world,” Mr. Kbalifo sakl. 

The minister vmced hope that 
the meetings would come up vsith 
positive conclusions, reaffirming 
the commitraent of tbo Asian and 
African countries to ^piy the 
noble ideas and prim^les con- 
tained in tbe international law, 

Mr. Khalifa said that the 
achievements of tbe committee 
over tbe past years were positive 
indfeatois of the cornmioee's per- 
formance. He added that the 
committee sought to lay the 
foundations for justice and equity 
amrmg nations and to enhance 
the concepts of international 
cooperation. 


UNRWA officers discuss 
operations in Middie East 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Public in- 
fonnation officers from foe five 
fields of operations of the United 
Nations Relief and Woria Agen- 
cy (UNRWA) ended a three-day 
informational sesrion in Amman 
Tuesday discussing means of 
promoting the exchange of infor- 
mational material concerning the 
agency’s operations in the Middle 
East. 

The 10 participants toured tbe 
Baqaa refugee camp in the course 
of their stay here and met vnth 
local ofliaals at UNRWA head- 
quarters in Amman. 

At a meeting with the director 
of the Foreign Ministry's Depart- 
ment of Pafestinian Affairs, Dr. 
Ahmad Qatanani. the group was 
briefed on the department's de- 
velopment and operations in the 
Kingdom and on the services to 
tbe Palestinian refiigees and dis- 
placed persons offered by tbe 


Jordanian government in coo{^ 
eration with UNRWA. 

“Tbe Jordanian government 
allocates nearly JD 3.5 million to 
finance such services as water, 
sewerage, electricity and roads 
related to or sendng the refugee 
in Jordan,” said Dr. Qata- 
nani at the meeting. 

He said that these camps, four 
before tbe 1967 war, rose in 
number to 13 after tbe war, and 
their resideiits Gontiniie to receive 
government vririefa b 

being distributed through UN- 
RV/A field workers. 

According to Dr. Qatanani, 
there are at least 930,000 reg- 
istered Palestinian refugees in die 
Kingdom, most of whom benefit 
from the government's services 
one way or another. 

Dr. Qatanani said that Us de- 
partment issued regular reports 


about tbe situation in tbe occu- 
{ued Arab territories focusing 
attention on Jewish settlement 
operations, Israel's arUtiaxy me- 
asures against the Arab popula- 
tion. and die eviction of Palesti- 
nians from their homeland. 

Dr. Qatanani said that donor 
countries should be urged to in- 
crease their contributions to the 
agenqf to enable it to pursue its 
hwiwanStaram services to tiie. re- 


Thc 10 participants repre- 
sented UNRWA's offices in Jor- 
dan, Syria. Lebanon, the 'West 
Bank and tbe Gaza Strip in addi- 
tion to tbe Vienna hea^oaiters. 
They reviewed the agency's 
general programme and future 
plans and discussed means of 
enhancing cooperation and coor- 
dination among the various in- 
formatioD offices in the five 
areas. 



tackles energy 
corfservation 


IRBID (Petra) — A sdentific 
workshop on the conservation of 
energy, organised by the Chemic- 
al Engineering Department at the 
Jordan University of Sdence and 
Tedmolo^ (JU^), Tuesday dis- 
cussed six working papers on 
conservation of energy in indus- 
try. 

Head of the Chemical En- 
gineering Department Abdul 
Rahman Al Tamimi reviewed va- 
rious sources of energy in Jordan, 
induding old tyres, garbage, hot 
water, solar energy and hot 
springs. 

He said that tbe organic re- 
sidues in the garbage contained a 
high proportion of cellulosic 
material, rich in carbon and hyd- 
rogen. Once dried by son and 
burnt, such material can gemuate 
steam whidi, m turn, can run 
external turbines. He said that 


old tyres were also a concentrated 
source of energy because they 
COD tain 90 per cent carbon. Once 
burnt, tbe^ tyres can {Moduce 
enormous quantity of energy, 
c^ble of iqierathig an electiic 
^tion. 

Taking part in Am workshop, 
whidi started Mondw, are 60 
engineers representing various 
public and private sector institn- 
tions. 

^itidpants in the three-day 
workshop will discoss working 
papers dealing mth ways to con- 
s^e energy in chemical indus- 
tries as well as a study on the 
dtuation of energy in Jordan -in 
terms of eoeig/ consumption in 
the various sectors, Jordan's 
capabifity to generate and distri- 
bnte energy, devdoping various 
and atternative energy resources 
and Knlring the sitoation of ener- 


gy with the activities of and de- 
velopments in tbe industrial and 
sodd sectors. 

The paitidpaats wfl! also flis- 
cuss tbe energy policies and man- 
agement in factories and ways to 
ratiew comnmptioo. 

The chairman of tiie Cbeancal 
Enpneering Department, Dr. 
Abdul Rahn^ Ai Tanrind, defr 
vered an opening address in 
sriuch he underlmed the inqiort- 
ance of Jordan’s energy seenrity 
and affirmed tbe need to ration 
energy consumption. 

He said Jendan, which is an 
energy importing countiy, was in 
dire need to curb its current level 
of consumption, particulariy in 
view of its lade of impewtant 
energy resources and becanse the 
energy sitiiation is influenced by 
international and political 


Decision on recycling waste 
water to be implemented 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 1989 gov- 
emment*dedsion on the recyding 
of treated waste water for irriga- 
tion puposes, especially in tbe 
production of fidd crops and 
vegetables which are eaten 
cooked, and the production of 
animal feed, will be pat into force 
immediately. 

The move to enforce the ded- 
sioD was taken by die ministos of 
agricolture, water and irrigation, 
health and munidpal and rural 
affairs and the environment 
whose departments are con- 
cerned with matters related to 
water, food prodnetion and 
health. 

Ihe 1989 government dedaon 
provides for water from the 
streams, artesian wells and 
firings, which is not mix with 


waste water, to be used fredy for 
urigation purposes, and to the 
nse of treated water to irrigating 
vegetables eaten cooked or for 
irrigating land grown with anima) 
feed. 

T^ decision empowers the 
ministets of bealth, water and 
irrigation and agriculture to 
assign areas where the treated 

water can be used. 

• 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, a special commit- 
tee was set np by the four mints - 
ters to locate lands for such agri- 
cultural production. The 
coniinittee members drew up qie- 
cifications for sndi inti6s whi^,- 
th^ fold, is located in the follow- 
ing areas: Zarqa River basin, the 
lands adjacent to the Wadi Doleil 


stream, the Jerash Stream, Wa£ 
Sfaeib, Birein, Kufrunjeh, Kar^ 
and Al Ghuweir stre ams . 

hfinister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and tbe Envnonment 
Mohammad Ai ^beo said that 
the recycling of treated water 
could provitfe a very good source 
of mter for irrigation purposes, 
but' he said tiiat pub& bealtii 
safety measures have to be strict- 
ly aittiered to in tbe process of 
water treatment to ensure safe 
production. 

According to Petra, the com- 
mittee and the four otiuisteis will 
bold another meeting on May 4 to 
follow up the implunentatiOD of 
the proeedtire and to 0 ew 

proposals related to tbe project. 


New cigarette brands to boost sales 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Tobacco and Ogaiette (JTCQ 
will shortly put on the markets 
here and ^xoad two new brands 
of cigarettes in a bid to promote 
the sales and to compete with 
foreign brands abroad, according 
to Farid Al $aad, tiie company’s 
general dire^r. 

“The company has completed 
feaabflity studies and taken all 
the technical measures to the 
prc^uction of the two new types 
tririch will be of very high quality 


and can compete with any brand 
abroad." Mr. Saad said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Tuesday. 

He said that the step was being 
taken to improve the quality, on 
the one band and to enable the 
country to earn more revenues 
from sales, on the •other. Mr. 
Saad dedhied to dislcose the 
names of the new brands. 

“Jordan’s mw cigarette ex- 
port markets have bem Iraq and 
the Gulf countries so far, but tte 


company has now succeeded in 
opening new markets in the 
Soriet Union and Eastern Euro- 
pean' countries while continued 
efforts are being made to open 
, markets in Western Europe,” 
Mr. Saad pointed out 
The cigarette industry earns 
the Jordanian treasury neariy JD 
50 million aimually, in duty, be- 
cause the government's income 
cccounts to 85 pw cent of the 
total value of cigarettes con- 
sumed in Jordan, Mr. Saad 


noted. 

In addition, the company earns 
the <rountry some JD 14 million in 
’ foreign currency, in revenues 
from selling its cigarettes abroad, 
and saves the country S160 mil- 
lion annually by meeting the 
needs of the lo^ marlEets of 
dgarettes and touceo. Saad 
said that the local market con- 
snmes.iq} to 175 million packets 
of dgarettes mitty year, and the 
company provides tiie required 
amounts. 


A 
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Youth and future 


Anatomy of unemployment 


HISTORICALLY, economic policies have had to wrestle with 
three main problems: Unemployment, inflation and inadequate 
economic growth. Some of these objectives are mutually exc1u> 
gve.' Economic policy has to target either combating unemploy-* 
ment or curbing inflation. Nor mall y, we have full employment 
(defined as a strtuation where the rate of unemployment is less 
than 5 per cent) coupled with hi^ inflation, or we have price 
staltility alongside unemployment (more than 5 per cent). The 
-seventies and gig h rieg broni^t about the odd phenomexMO of 
BTflgflnrinn where unemployment and inflati on extstod Side by 
side, mainly due to the oil shocks which pudied ofl pikes skyhigh, 
thus stifling economic activity (implymg less job oppoitunities) 
and gmoltaneously boosting production costs (and thereby the 
rate of in^tion). 

One has to remember, however, that the above analysis is read 
out mainl y from thc experience erf advanced countries and thus 
the degree of its applicabflity to developing countries is not well 
decided yeL But it is obvious that these countries are basically 
pie-oocupied with economic growth as an overwhelming policy 
priority. Unemployment is an acc^ted fact of their lives. 
Inflation is a common place and sometimes it develops into hyper 
or galloping inflation. Indeed high rates of inflation are the norm 
rather than the exception in t^eloping countries. 

Since 1950, Jordan enjoyed a rerna^ble, even enviable, priM 


stability. Its economic growth rate was generally healthy as 
decisively evidenced by the rise in living standards.^ But our 
onemployment record has been starkly diffei^t. Very simply, the 
problem is that the Jordanian economy produces labourers more 
fhan jobs. EvcD if we wcT© able to cbannel Jordanian labour to w 
of the jobs occupied by oon-Jordaniaos we woold be still short of 
jobs. This is c l^ r from the feet that the number of Jordanians 
working abroad, that is labour eitports, is more than the number 
of nonOordanians employed in Jordan (labour imports). 

However, Jordan stepped into the nineties not only with the 
nasty problem of unemployment but also with the added problem 
of inflation which was very effidently triggered by the 1988/89 
cnrrency devaluation. Simulianeously, the economic growth rate 
plonged down and thos Jordan started suddenly to fece the thxee 
cardinal economic evils; unemployment, inflation and deficient 
growth. Higher taxes added to the mess. No wonder 
then that Jordan witnesses the social ujAeaval of the early 1989. 

bi a lecture he delivered last Sunday in the Assodation of 
Banks in Jordan, our friend Dr. Jawad Anani made a very good 
point when he noticed that the quality of onr labour CApoits is 
vastly superior to that of our labour imports. He very rigfatly 
noticed that this did not, and should not, for rejoicing as some 

of us used to do, we should have saved onr highly 

qualified labourers for our economy to produce some of the 
“sophisticated** goods and services that we have been importing. 


under tte ci«nn»nu.c^ «e 

profit, thus we imported high quality labour at igh p 

Tbe exportation of surplus labour was the histori^ sdutiOT 
whidi jSU spontaneously 

problem of uncinployraent. And it worked beaurift^^lje^ 
SeLtis of the Gulf crisis awakened us to thc Intter fa« 
solution has its serious shortcomings ^ 
vulnerable to political pressures and 

eood reasons ro expect that the inflammable p^wns and 
iSionai reactions of the crisis wiU give way “ 
attitudes, it might be high time to work out mdigenous soluh^. 
The first ste^ this direction is to give high pnonty to combating 
unemployment. Under the present circum^ces the 
policy of Jordan is not giving priority to any^ng, "*“2^ 

and not to unemployment. The objective of economic growoi g 
not tarsetted as well, as there is no specific investment strategy to 
prop it up. If anything, the only goal of the gnomic pohg 
piesentiy is to close the budget deficit. This go^ is be^ pimued 
without its impact on other economic probleiM. Much 

worse is the fact that it is being sought through hcai^ rehance on 


WHEN THE nunister of yoatfa admitted in a press intervie w 
two days ago that his ministry had failed to cope with the 
problenis toced by Jordan's youth and channel fbeir energy 
into productive use, he iqpaied a festerii^ w<Mind filled witti 
grievances that should have been tarfcled a long time ago but 
were not. For years now, the state has ignored fiiat nunistry 
and dismissed it as just another govemmMitai institntioa 
that someone had needlessly created. In the meantime oar 
youth are stiU roaming the streets aimiessly kKddr^ for 
somethii^ to do, wonderii^ how time can be filled 
productivdy and usefully. The increasing anemidoyment 
rate threatens to exacerbate this big problem and the 
ZMrf-so4iealtfay econmnic gtuation indicates that evmi less 
money wifi be allocated to the needs of our yoni^er 
generations any tiiiK soon. The challeng e coold not be more 
foreboding than it is now, especially that the minister had 
the honesty and courage to speak out and nndertake to try 
solntioas for the mess that is called the Mndstry of Yoatfa 
and what can be achieved throu^ it. Football and other 
tjpes ctf sports are fine, but on their own they are not tte 
answer. Certainly not when the facilities are laHring^ the 
coaching is primitive and the incentives to exed are almost 
no3>existecl. With this in mind, something most be done to 
change the picture, and a great deal can be learned from tiie 
cspezience of other countries which have done well in this 
r^^ard. The resonrees have to be fonnd as wdl. Bat this is 
not everything that can be done for onr youth. 

Innovative ideas, old and new, have to be ddiated and 
implemented. We can start early, at school, where duldren 
have to be taught more than arhhmatic and lan gnagp. They 
have to be prepared for and educated <» extracunicnlar 
activities that they would carry out as they go ttnou^ tbeir 
scbool years and beyond. In this respect, tiie Ministry of 
Education has to be closely associated with and involved in 
this effort whkh is deificated to more than acadomic work. 
Other government and private institutions have to be drawn 
in, to make sure that they do their work first and then to 
crene up with the creative idbas necessaiy to ensnre better 
interaction with onr younger generations. Voluntary work, 
or the need for it, has to be ingrained in the mmds of our 
youth. They have to be taught the value of it, just as much as 
thdr obti^tioD to serve their local commimities and Un 
society at large has to be reflected. Hiere are ways and 
means to do this. Autiiorities could arrange for summer 
camps whicb would take the youth to different parts of the 
Kii^dom durii^ thdr boUday season. Thb would teadi 
them independence, how to enjoy nature, protect the 
environment and acquaint them with the differrat parts and 
customs in their country. There are other ghannrfg for those 
who ndgbt not want to consnme their enei^ into sports <»- 
scouting. Theatre, sodal chibs, libraries, mutic conserva- 
tories are outlets that have to be exploit, built, strei^- 
thened and institutionalised. Jordan unfortunately has not 
done moi^ to instill cultural education and life in the 
minds of its young dtizens. No excuses are acceptable. Not 
our difficult politial situatioo, nor our limited resources, nor 
the stage of our devdopment. 

The minister of youth, who douUes as nuiuster of cidture 
also, has done w^ to come oat and exerdse self-critidsm in 
the open. If we do not start now, when? The prime minista' 
and the whole government, all sectors of the sodety in fact, 
have to bdp and support him in any soUd and podtive 
endeavour or initiative he m^t make to improve the lot of 
our youth and their legitimate needs and aspirations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

. ‘ Al Rat Arabic Daily Thursday drews attention to Israel’s stepped 
^ up acts of repression against the Palestinian people of occupied 
; ! .<\rab lands, and said the escalation in aibiti^ measures can by 
no means intimidate the Palestinians involved in the uprising, or 
deter the Palestinians involved in talks with the U.S. Secretary ^ 
State over a peaceful settlement. The present escalation of 
' terrorism being exercised on the Palestinians is designed to kill 
the intifada which came into being in reaction to Israel's 
atrocities, and the stepped up acts of repressiou can only mean 
-that Israel is determined to deny the leptimate ri^ts of the 
Palestiniaxis regardless of the ongoing attempt to end the issue, 
the paper noted. The paper said the Israeli leaders seem to be 

apprehensive about the beginning of the peace process, and so 
they resorted to further acts of repression, displaying their real 
feelings of hatred towards the Arabs and the Palestimans. The 
Israeli aggressors are wrong to believe or imagine that with 
intimidation and repression, they can deter Palestinian leaders 
from meeting with James Baker or would force the PLO to retreat 
from any drive for a solution, the paper noted. The intifoda, the 
paper concluded, would continue unabated, and the Palestinians 
leaders would pursue all efforts and explore every possible mean* 
to find a solution for the Palestine problem. 

; WhidiismorepredousforJordan... finandalsaviDgsorpeople’s 
lives? .Asks a columnist in Sowt Al Shaab Arabic daily Tuesday. 

. Many people are now trying to find out the answer following the 
occurrences of numerous aeddents along the Amman-Queen Alia 
International Airport hi^way and the Amman-Zarqa highway, 
' says Ahmad Al Dabbas. It is true that taming off the lights on 
th^ roads or part of them is bound to conserve energy for the 
. country, but keeping the roads in darkness is costing the country 
humao life through road aeddents that have been increatii^ 
lately, says Dabbas. The writer says the loss of human life'and the 

loss of costly vehides and their spare pans do ^greater damage 

‘ to the country and its economy than saving money by conserving 
' energy and fuel. The energy conservation measures were indeed 

• useful during the war time when each dtizen abided by the rules, 

• and helped the country overcome the difficulty of obtaining ofl 
products, says Dabbas, but now crude ofl has been in constant 
supply from more than one source and the writer says there is 

; urgent need for lighting the roads at night so that no more 
aeddents occur and no human life or property is lost. 


Kurdish refugee crisis 
provokes anxiety in Turkey 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

ANKARA — For Turkey, aller- 
gic to Kurdish claims to a sepa- 
rate identity, the plight of half a 
million Kurds stranded on its 
border evokes mixed pity and 
apprehension. 

Ordinary Turks, like television 
viewers around the world, have 
been horrified at the tide of hu- 
man misery washing over the 
mountains from Iraq. Many have 
dug into their pockets in response 
to a Turkish Red Crescent 
appeal. 

“It's a big tragedy for the 
Kurds — God save all from such 
a fate — bur why should we have 
to carry this burden? It's the 
Turkish taxpayers' money being 
spent on them and we don't have 
much to spare," said Ahmet Oe- 
mir. an Ankara tax driver. 

The government, spending 
S870.000 a day on relief, has 
made very clear that the hun- 
dreds of thousands of mainly 
Kurdish refugees are unwelcome 
on Turkish soil. 

Leftwing Kurdish guerrillas 
have fought a seven year cam- 
paign for independence for Tur- 
key's 10 million Kurds. 


Some 3,000 people have died in 
the struggle with the Mandst Kur- 
dish Workers Party (PKK) and 
helped to poison relations be- 
tween the central government 
and the mainly Kurdish south- 
east. 

On the bleak MtotW of the 
Iraqi-Turkish border. Turkish 
troops have penned the fleeing 
Iraqi Kurds in squalid camps, 
letting only a few thousand trickle 
down to the valleys. 

Western diplomats say only 

50.000 to 100.000 refugees arc on 
the Turkish side of the ill-defined 
frontier. 

Ankara, determined not to end 
up harbouring huge numbers of 
embittered Kurdish refugees, has 
argued all along that the world 
community must acknowledge re- 
sponsibility for their miseiy • 

Turkey is still reluctant host to 

27.000 Iraqi Kurds who fled 
across the border from President 
Saddam Hussein's gas attacks in 
1988. Western countries have 
accepted only a handful. 

In a telephone call last week. 
President Turgut Ozal urged U.S. 
President George Bush to accept 
his idea of setting up U.N.-super- 
vised refiigee sanctuaries inride 
Iraq. 


Bush, under growing pressure 
to reverse his policy of keeping 
U.S. troops out of northern Iraq, 
on Tuesday announced plans to 
send them in tocreate safety zones 
for refiigees. 

American forces, leading a 
hu^ allied relief operation, be- 
gan setting up refugee camps 
across the Turkish border in Iraq 
this weekend. 

The right of Western armies 
organising the return of the 
Kurds, if not to their homes, at 
least to camps outside Turkish 
territory, alleviates Turkey's 
main immediate worry. 

Turitey is unlikely to be patient 
with Kurds who resist the idea of 
repatriation under the protection 
of allied guns. 

For Ankara, concern remains 
that if Saddam stays in power the 
fearful Kurds may get no nearer 
their homes than the tent cities 
rising a stone's throw from the 
border. 

If the camps prove more than 
temporary, they could trun into 
fortile recruiting grounds for Kur- 
dish guerrillas in southeast Tur- 
k^ seeking independence, just as 
the frustration of life in refugee 
camps on Israel's borders has 
fuelled Palestinian nationalism 


for the past four decades. 

Turkey, unlike Iraq, has never 
offered autonomy to the Kurds, 
saying they have the same rights 
as other Turks and are not a 
separate ethnic minority deserv- 
ing special treatment. 

The government has long 
argued that the solution to the 
unrest lies in improving sodal and 
economic conditions in the im- 
poverished southeast, combined 
with tough security measures. 

Kurdish foes of the govern- 
ment say people in the southeast 
suffer discrimination and harsh 
treatment by security forces, who 
use mass detentions and torture 
in their pursuit of the PKK. 

Turkey's policies towards the 
Kurds are a frequent target of 
Western criticism, which is bitter- 
ly resented in Ankara. 

Ozal, whose vision often seems 
at odds with mainstream opinion 
in his own government and army, 
has recently sought to project a 
different image of Turkey’s rela- 
tions with Kurds. 

Foreseeing that the aftennath 
of the Gulf war would thrust the 
plight of Kurds into the interna- 
tional limelight, he tried to clean 
up Turkey's record by lifting a 
law under which Kurds could be 



Tmldsh ™ «Mi** *i Brprf mto fjie air wfaea Ciieac rcTogees tried! to 
hnarfc ihrir home-mwie raft acTOBS the river separating Iraq firom 
Tntey. 


prosecuted for speaking their 
own tongue. 

Opponents within his own rul- 
ing Motherland Party held up the 
change in parliamenr, but Ozal 
finally raibmed' h through last 
week under a law which also 
provides for' the early release of 
most of Turkey's 46.0CI0 prison- 
ers. including Kurdish activists. 

The new language- law alters 
little in practice — Kurdish re- 


mains banned from schools, pub- 
lications and official use. 

Many Turks were shocked 
when Ozal invited Iraqi Kurdish 
rebeMbaders to Ankara for talks 
in March and endorsed jlheir de- 
mand for autonomy, within a 
'dem'tiUr^c Iraq. 

Ozal's nationalist critics worry 
that his overtures to the Iraqi 
Kurds could stimulate similar' de- 
mands from Turkish Kurds. 


Hoops, helicopters, mountain-men and the camel’s feet 


WE HAVE LIVED this moment at least once before, somehow 
walked this terrain and scanned this misty political horizon: tiie 
American secretary of state travels around the Middle East seeking 
Co prod Arab-Israeli negotiatioos, the United States provides Israel 
with hundreds of mflhons of dollars in extra aid Just as Israel speeds 
iqi its colooisation of the occupied territories, we applaud the 
American president as he declares that negotiations must be based 
on the prindple of exdian^g land-fdr-peace, but hear the Israefl 
prime nunister refuse this prindple outright, tiie Arabs demand 
ri^ts and justice, the British can't figure out if this is the 19tb 
oentury vdira they can be callous imperialists or the 20th century 
when they can be neo-imperialists, the Europeans waltz, the Kuids 
are'oDoe again used as a pawn in the han^ of Western colonial 
powers, everyone search^ in agony and vain for tiie United 
Nations, and the Palestinians jump up and down in the back- 
ground, frantically trying to get into the picture, and yefling out 
**hey, fellas, here we are, we're over here!" 

It's a peculiar landscape whidi dominates the Holy Land this 
month. Some things have changed, but many things have not. We 
have had another war. bat it's not clear who woo. The winners 

of the militaiy battle are waving flags and yellow ribbons, but deep 
down there is something not quite right about their oelebratiou. 
They are pleased to have exorosed the ghosts of Vietnam, to feel 
good once again about themselves as Americans — but the lands of 
Shiites and Kurds and Palestinians are not Vietnam, not even 
Arkansas. This is the Middle East, and feelin' good around here 
has more to do with making h through each decade without being 
killed in a war or by your own government, and with bur^g yoor 
parents somewhere near their home, than it does with the 
depravities of dieering death, and then asldng the killers to run for 
public office. 

Something does not feel right about this latest war, because it 
was not your usual Holy Land brawl. Its epic proportions lacked 
heroism, and its characters lacked realism. ’The victims were rarely 
seen, the victors were obviously lost in tbe political landscape, 
motivated more by a desire to return home than by an appredation 
for the task at hand. This was a battle for Vietnam and Arkansas, 
whose unfortunate victims happened to be Arabs. It was clearly not 
a big screen extrav^anza, but a small screen home entertainmeot 
spedal. 

The winners somehow are not acting with tbe composure that 
acoompames genuine victory; the losers are not lowing the 
contrition that should follow a grievous defeat, or failed pofleies. 
We need to wait a bit more to see the real dimensions of the 
outcome, to discern the real faces of tbe victors and the losers. This 
is an ancient land, peopled by old cominunrties who know 
themselves and their enemies, who onderstand raising sheep and 
goat better tiian they understand engaging in turkey-shoots, who 
feel more comfortable pulling their food from the ground than 
catching it from helicopters. Yet, in this andent land inhabited by 
stubborn men who will not give up tiieir old ways, there are some 
intriguing new elements, and some strange new pfaerxmieDa: 

1) Kuwait has provided tbe Arab World and all fanmankmd witii 
two new attributes of statehood which nobody else in tiie world has 
ever before achieved, or even imagined possible. Brst, because 
during the seven months of its occupation Kuwah enough 
money invested abroad to finance the government, public corpora- 
tions and most of hs nationals living in exile, it became the world's 
first totally mobile, fully tran^rt&Ie couoby. impervious to tbe 
dictates of geography and innnune to the nagging constraints of 
land and frontiers. Second, it is the only country I know of in the 
history of the worid that was literally set on fire. Much of the 


By Ranu G. Khouri 

landscape of Kuwait is ablaze today, but beneath tbe beat and the 
anger b an awkward reality: Tbe Americans largely buflt the oU 
weUs in the first place, American actions caused tw fires to be 
igruted, Americaq^ companies are now malring lots of mon^ 
extingubhing tbe fim, and American companies will make lots of 
money rebuilding tbe ofl facilities. 

Kuwait b free, but awkwardly fiery, and hs smoke was dearly 
visible last week to the astionants on the American space shuttle. U 
anybody else up there b looking down on earth, they must be 
wondering: What happened to bring about tbe bunting of an entire 
country? What excesses of humanity or politics oc cur red in tbe 
Middle East that were so grave that they resulted in one Arab 
country burning another? And why did the wofld’s fim fully 
transportable and flammable country baj^ieoed to be a gmaii Arab 
country, created in tbe first deca^ ^ tbe 20tb centniy by tbe 
British in order to secure control of tbe route to imperial India, and 
tiberated in tbe last decades of tbe 20tb centnzy by the Americans 
in order to assure control of the keys to tbe cash register? 

2) Tbe three great colonial and/or imperial powers of the 20tb 
century — Britain, France and tbe United States — are sending 
their soldiers into Iraq in order to provide safe havens for nnllioas 
of Kurdish refugees, temporarily disregardiDg tiie niceties of 
national sovereignty. Tbe refugees escape Iraq because, tb^ say 
— golly gee, Wally. I beard thein say H on American British 
televisiOD, so it must be true — they feared for their lives if they 
stayed in Iraq, and so they did what people in the hfiddle East have 
dow for thousa n ds of years — they went up tbe mountain, escaped 
north, fled to safer terrain in tbe high country. 

But this time, tbe voyage to safety was not so rimpie, tbe old 
trails did not lead to wbm tbe grmdpaients said they would. 
Neighbouring hfiddle Eastern countries £d not want a few million 
permanent refugees. Of course, many of tbe Kurds would be 
delisted to stroll along tbe Champs Elysees and eat maik fried in 
garlic butter, drive taxis in Houston, or sell yam and Diet Pepsi to 
middOe-aged English ladies who always get a spedal kick out of 
belptiig darit-shimed recent xmmig^ts to live in the centre of the 
imperil heartland. But those options were not available to the 
Kurds in 1990. 

Tbe Kurds bad missed out in the statehood sweepstakes earlier 
titis century, as did the Americans and Pales tinians, in this game, 
yon only get one chance to get your country, and then only if this 
happens to coindde with the strategic interests of tbe imperial 
pomn of tbe we^. So. in 1990, tbe Xiuds turned to Washing^ 
and London for help once more, and all they got were tents. Sony, 
no immigrant visas this year. Try next century. Or wait for the next 
millenniam, it’s only nine years away. So, the Kurds — nnllioas of 
them — continue to roam tbe mountains, and they must wooden 
how did it happen tiiat odiere once they looked up to die sky for 
guidance from God. now they took up to the sky for cookies from 
tiie American air force? 

i) — Having ^>eut tens of billions of dollars of tbefr own money 
and committed half a million of their own troops, tbe Americass 
now assume — at least anticipate frivoniably — that they have 

forged a sew alfiaztoe of Arabs so gratefiil to America that they are 

piepar^ to go along with almost anyti^ Washfogton proposes 
vis-a-vis Arab-Israeli peace talks. Ameiicaiis bold up a h oo p, and 
ask tbe Arabs to jump tiuough it, so that the andience can ^a p 
But this is not how tbe worid works, these are not tiie ways of 
mountain people, or desert dwellers, or farmers in the higbianH* 
and valleys of tbe Holy Land. We are too old for brash promises, 
too experienced in the ways of the moun tain to be fooled by a 
fleeting flash of sunlight 


Tbe Arabs do not jump through the hoop which the American 
bold up against tbe i^ection of a destroyed and humiliated Iraq 
fristead, the Arabs see the sad counter-reflection of Kuwait g K l ^g;a 
The Arabs 'do not jump through the hoop, but ask peitinen 
questions of tbe circus-master, is this hoop held here? When 
^ we go after we make it through the hoop? Who gave you th< 
hoop in the first place? The Arabs in turn hold np a mirror for tin 
visitor from America to ponder, in its comer a glimpse is visibte c 
tbe terrible fires of Kuwait. The meaning is dear to the men in tb 
mountains, and can even be seen and appredated in space. Shonh 
it be so bard for men on earth to get the message? The Arab 
suggest: Let us learn from the mirror together for a momem 
before we get back to the business of the hoop. 

The Orient is a dark and dangerous place for young Westemei 
to wander witiiout aocurate maps that can teadi them about wfaer 
to go to find water, how to tread softly on the way, where to ofie 
nxoney, where to o^ dignity, with whom to talk seriously, an 
with whom to talk frivolously. Those who come here from the W« 
in search of fame will only find it if they leam the ways of tii 
camel, this extraoidioaiy ship of the desert, with big, fet, u^ fee 
— supported on veritable cushions made by the of Oo( 
hims^. Tlie Middle East does not work like a microwave oven 
Arabia is not Arkansas. 

4)1^ month, we heard about making peace on theprindoleo 

land-for-peace, and we liked what we heard. We s^d t 
ourselves, the cowboys have started climbing from the flat one 
pla^ to the winding mountain trails. They have started to ree 

u learning. But we have nc 

heard mn<* about land-for-peace in recent weeks. Now, we hea 

propsals for regional conferences," as if this were a bov scov 
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Post-apartheid 
reality unsettles 

S. African liberals 


By Anton Ferreira 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — After 
years of campaigning to end apar- 
theid, many white liberals find 
the reality of the new South 
Africa falls well short of their 
dreams. 

As crime rates soar along with 
township violence, the liberal and 
not-so liberal are again asking the ' 
eternal South African question: 
Should I head for California or 
Australia? 

Heart Surgeon Christian Bar- 
nard, who performed the world's 
first human heart transplant in 
Cape Town in 1967, declared 
earlier this month he was con- 
sidering emigration: 

“I don't want to live in a 
Lebanon situation, I want to pre- 
vent myself and my family from 
becoming victims of violence,” 
said Barnard, who two years ago 
announced support for the anti- 
apartheid Democratic Party. 

'T always believed that one day 
we would get rid of apartheid, but 
I felt the transformation would be 
more peaceful,” he said. 

The surgeon later told repor- 
ters he felt more positive about 
the future after a talk with refor- 
mist President F.W. de Klerk 
\riio had assured him the govern- 
ment was doing all it could to end 
township violence. 

But Dennis Beckett, editor of 
the current affairs magazine 
Frontline and a radio talk-show 
host, said Barnard’s initial pes- 
simism was widely shared. 

“Every second bloke you speak 
to says the same thing — it’s 
become a cliche.” 

A conversation with Durban- 
based consultant Jenny Wild was 
typical. “Fm disappointed at the 
new South Africa... The political 
turmoil will make investors go to 
Eastern Europe instead.” 

She also expressed concern at 
crime. “1 have a gun, dogs, every- 
thing. If you'd told me three 
years ago I'd be carrying a gun, 
I’d have laughed at you.” 

Wild said she would leave 
South Africa if she thought her 
children's lives were in danger. 
“Why should 1 let my genes be 
wiped out?" 

B^en said he had also begun 
to question whether he would 
stay in South Africa. 

“I can see the po^ibility c^;the 
country descending into a ^cle of 
violence that would be intoler- 
able.” 

In South Africa, someone is 
murdered every 45 minutes, a 
serious assault occurs every four 
minutes, a robbery every 10 mi- 


nutes, a break-in every three 
minutes. 

Political violence has killed 
nearly 10,000 people since 1984. 
Of those, more than 1,200 have 
died in the Johannesburg area 
alone since last August. Unem- 
ployment is around 40 per cent. 

Township violence used to 
mean police shooting black de- 
monstrators, and many South 
African liberals assumed this 
would end with apartheid. 

The country would return to 
international respectability, fore- 
ign investment would flow in and 
almost everyone would live 
happily ever ^er, they thought. 

But although de Klerk disman- 
tling apartheid early last year, the 
township death toll still mounts 
— partly because of police action, 
but mainly in battles between 
rival black groups. 

“A lot of people are obviously 
concerned at the violence and the 
negotiations ^between the gov- 
ernment and black opposition 
groups) have not seemed to make 
much progress.” said one of 
South Africa's foremost liberals, 
former Member of Parliament 
Helen Suzman. 

“But that's no reason to give 
Up hope, although I'm not as 
optimistic as I was at the start of 
last year.” 

Suzman, who was for many 
years the only anti-apartheid 
activist in parliament, said she 
was staying out. “T haven't work- 
ed all these years just to quit 
now.” 

She said . South Africa had a 
bright future if a solution could 
be found to political violence. 

Barnard's public pessimism 
over the new South Africa 
brought a flood of reaction. 

A caller to .a radio talk show, 
who identified herself as a sup- 
porter of the pro-apartheid Con- 
servative Party, said, “I'm going 
to stay, because it's my coun^. 
What I can't understand is. why 
do people like Chris Barnard 
want to leave when this is the 
foture they voted for?” 

The right-wing Citizen news- 
paper said people like Barnard 
were disillusioned because they 
had expected “quite foolishly” 
that the release or Nelson Mande- 
la and the unbanning of bis Afri- 
can National Congress “would be 
the start of a peaceful process of 
change.” 

Despite the gloom, more peo- 
ple immigrated to South Africa 
last year than left. The depart- 
ment of home affairs report^ a 
net gain of 9.777 people, 54 per 
cent up on 1989. 


Baker in Damascus 


(ContDiiied firom page 1) 

tions or the European Commun- 
is and bow Palestinians would be 
represented at tiie talks. 

Syria, fearing a re^onal con- 
ference might play down United 
Nations resolutions ordering 
Israel quit occupied Arab terri- 


tories, wants Washington to have 
a leading role in any conference. 

Syria’s official new sp a p e r s said 
Tuesday that Israel was the only 
obstacle to peace. They urged 
Washington to take steps to force 
the Jewish state to withdraw from 
the occuined territories to settle 
the conflict. 


American-lraqi tension mounts 


(Continiied firom 1) 

from a peak of 540,000. More 
than 300,000 troops, or nearly 60 
per cent, have been withdrawn 
«inra the end of the Gulf war Feb. 
28- 

Brit^ is sending a re^ment of 
light artillery to the border of 

Iraq and Turkey to boost protec- 
tion for Kurdish camps, British 
defence sources said. 

llie unit, due to leave shortly, 
is part of the 3rd commando 
brigade of some 4,500 men which 
forms the bulk of the British 
mili tary presence in the region.' 

As part of a stepped-up U.S. 
relief effort, U.S. troops were 
arriving with more aid at the 
worst-off border refugee camps, 
at Cuknrea and Uzumlu. 

The office of the U.N. 
Commissioner for Refegees said 
Tuesday that a U.N. team would 
go to Inq to launch an aid effort 


for any refugees returning from 
Turkey and Iran. The 10 to IS 
relief eiqierts would be the first 
group to go to Iraq under terms 
of an aid agreement signed by the 
United Nations and Iraq last 
week. 

An estimated 850,000 Kurds 
from northern Iraq to moun- 
tains along the Turkish border 
after a failed rebellion foUounng 
the Gulf war, and *Dirkey and the 
United States hope to persuade 
them to move to camps being set 
up under allied protection in 
northern Iraq. 

An additional 1.5 million 
Kurds sou^t refo^ in the moun- 
tains along the Zru-Zraq border. 
Sbihe Muslims, who rebelled in 
southern Iraq, also fled into Iran, 
and Iran's official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency said Tunday. 
that newly arriv^ refugees re- 
port that Shiite rebels continue to 
dash nightly with troops in south- 
ern dties. 


PLO wants U.N. ‘presence’ 


(Coodmud from page 1) 

“One must be vigilant at eadi 
step in the minefield... the Amer- 
ican plans must be faced... press- 
ures will be exercised on the 
PLO, which requires intelligence 
and flexibility,” Mr. Arafat said 
in an opening speech reported by 
the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA. 

“The PLO will not let the 
United States, Israel or anyone 
dfrigparg our delegation (to a 
peace conference), or impc^ in- 
temal autonomy as a new kind of 
slavery for our people,” Mr. Ara- 
fet s^. 

Mr. Arafat added that Jem- 
'salem was “the essential prob- 


lem ” in diplomatic moves by the 
U.S. secretary of state. 

Saudi Aralria said Monday it 
continued to support the setting 
op of an independent Palestinian 
state, induding Arab Jerusalem, 
despite its anger over the PLO's 
pro-Iraq sympathies. 

“Sand Arabia... has never re- 
tracted from a posttion it has 
taken or deviated from a policy it 
has dedared because all moves 
are accurately calculated,” the 
state-run Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said in a commentary. 

The commentary followed an 
earlier government statement 
supporting efforts by Mr. Baker, 
wto held two days of talks with 
Saudi leaders. 
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The ecological disaster in the Guif 


By Peter Vine 

GIVEN the drcumstances. it is 
hardly surprising that some 
confusion has arisen over the 
extent of the pollution un- 
leashed on the northern Gulf 
and surrounding countries. But 
this is one instance where the 
world press cannot be blamed 
for producing contlicting re- 
ports on the size of the oil spill 
or its latest position. 

Part of the problem lies with 
the difficulties encountered in 
identify ing thin sheens of float- 
ing oil in a military zone unsafe 
for research vessels or surveill- 
ance aircraft. While satellites 
have been of considerable use ' 
in tracking smoke from burn- 
ing oil wells and storage tanks.' 
there have been major hitches 
with the interpretation of sate!-' 
lire images of the sea's surface: 
apparently leading in some 
cases to extensive sea-grass or 
algal beds in shallow water 
being tagged as dark oil slicks. 
Changes in sea conditions, as 
well as altering clarity of the 
water, have resulted in these 
phantom slick appearing one 
day and disappearing the next. 
This has not helped the process 
of assessing the overall extent 
of the slick or contingency 
planning by countries in the 
firing line of this environmen- 
tal terror. 

The size -of the slick 

Estimates of the total 
amount of oil released into the 
Gulf have varied widely from 
half a million to over 12 million 
barrels. The public, having ex- 
pressed its deep-felt horror at 
the death of large numbers of 
cormorants, regarded by many 
as symbols of the innocent 
victims of the war, breathed a 
collective sigh of relief when 


they were told that the slick 
was not as large as previously 
estimated. Other sources con- 
tradicted these comments, 
however, pointing to the fact 
that a great deal of oil was still 
noating off shore and had not 
yet affected the coastline. 

,\ remarkable feature of the 
entire period since the oil first 
poured into the Gulf is that 
almost all officials have been 
ready to express opinions re- 
garding the quantity of oil re- 
leased into the sea. but very 
few have been able to support 
their statements with anything 
remotely approaching scien- 
tific evidence. Suggestions that 
deliberate misinformation was 
fed into the rumour machine 
during the height of the con- 
flict cannot be verified. Given 
, the genuine confusion among 
scientists as to what did or did 
not constitute an oil slick, one 
could forgive military and poli- 
tical spokesmen for the odd 
error. 

One of the first official re- 
ports of these disastrous events 
was in the form of a cable from 
U.S. military sources, dated 
Jan. 29. addressed to the 
OECD meeting of enriron- 
ment ministers in Paris. It con- 
firmed the statement by 
General Schwarzkopf at his 
briefing in Riyadh on Jan. 27 in 
which he announced that the 
major spill emanated from 
Mina A1 Ahmadi. The report 
further states that the first 
source was from five ships lo- 
cated at the terminals, which 
had been riding low in the 
water “apparently fully 
loaded.” but were then “riding 
very high, an indication that 
their cargo. 4 million barrels of 
crude oil, has been emptied.” 
The report explained that the 
“second source of the slick was 


the oil released from the tank 
farms on the mainland: this 
added another 4-5 million bar- 
rels of crude to the slick. The 
valves controlling this flow of 
oil are in Iraqi hands." 

Denying Saddam Hussein's 
accusations that U.S. military 
action was responsible, the re- 
port states: “Tbe slick has no- 
thing to do with U.S. military 
activities. There have been 
none in the area. In fact the 
existence of the growing slick 
was'not known to us until Jan. 
24. probably four days after 
the valves had been opened by 
the Iraqis. We notified the 
Saudi government as soon as 
we discovered what the Iraqis 
has done and immediately be- 
consulting with experts 
mm Saudi Arabia about how 
to handle this enviconmentai 
disaster.” Finally the cable ex- 
plains that there is. “another 
slick which has touched the 
shore and is responsible for 
killing birds and animals. This 
is the slick seen on television. 
It is much smaller and was 
created in the first two days of 
the war as a result of Iraqi 
shelling that hit the Khafii re- 
finery.” 

On Tuesday Jan. 29, a new 
source of crude flowing into 
the Gulf was identified at Mina 
A1 Bakr supertanker terminal 
on the Fao peninsula in Iraq. 
Three days later that flow was 
reported' to have ceased. 
Whilst the major flows were 
stemmed, in the case of A1 
Ahmadi by an F-111 aircraft 
delivering “smart” GBU-15 
guided bombs directly onto a 
crucial valve, smaller sources 
from Iraq and Kuwait have 
continued to spew crude into 
the sea right up to the present 
rime. 

The U.S. Coast Guard, deal- 


ing with the slick from their 
temporary operational base in 
eastern Saudi Arabia, have re- 
peatedly stated that they are 
only concerned with the oil 
which has been gradually mak- 
ing its way down the Saudi 
Arabian coastline. Their most 
recent estimate of the size of 
that coastal slick is 4 million 
barrels.. Sophisticated compu- 
ter models employed to predict 
movements of the oil have 
been reasonably accurate with 
regard to this slick and many of 
the apparent anomalies based 
on satellite tracking may be 
more related to misreading of 
satellite images than shortcom- 
ings in the computer program- ' 
mes. 

. “Ecocide".'. .1 

One reason for' the ' gfeix 
interest in the amount of crude 
oil released into the Guif is 
that it has been widely de- 
scribed as the world’s largest 
oil-sIick. Suggestions that it 
might not deserve this title 
appear to have created dis- 
appointment in some quarters! 
Concern for the actual extent 
of d^age caused to wildlife 
seems at times to have been 
clouded by the more sensation- 
al aspect of the story. Having 
recently walked the oil soaked 
beaches of Saudi Arabia and 
watched many birds dying 
from the oil, there is no douM 
in my mind that this is one of 
the world's worst cases of eco- 
cide. Assuming the total 
amount of oil released into the 
Gulf to be only 5 million bar- 
rels, the slick would still qual- 
ify as the worst ever, about 220 
times the size of the Exxon 
Valdez Alaskan spill of 1989 
and considerably larger than 
the Ixtoc T from which 3.3 
million barrels spilt into the 


Gulf of Mexico in' 1979. 

One statistics which clearly 
contradicts the suggestion that 
the spill may have been much 
less than this, and possibly as 
“little"' as the Exxon Valdez. 
which was reported to have 
released a “mere” quarter of a 
million barrels, is provided by 
the official figures for oil reco- 
vered into Saudi Aramco facili-. 
ties: As of March 25 the figure 
for total recbvety of crude oil 
was 361,765 barrels. The oil 
which has come ashore is 
naturally accumulating in 
bays bet^en Tanajib ana Abu 
All and purpose built sand- 
bars are helping to hold.it in 
thick masses from whcih 
mers-puU.it imo pits on-shore 
before It is pump^ into tracks . 
and carried away for-refin^. 
Daily recovery rates are pre- 
sently running' at around 
15,000 to 20.000 barrels per 
dav and there is no sign yet of 
any shortage of oil to pomp 
frim the sea. 

The extzaat of the disaster 

It is on this bams- that I 
believe the recent Gulf war did 
indeed unleash the world's 
largest oil slick upon this shal- 
low and highly productive sea. 
Dama^ by the slick is 
ongoing and is still under 
assessment. Countless birds, 
many turties, sea-snakes and 
other forms di mariiie life have 
been kflled. by the oil. One 
does not need to be a marine 
biologist or ornithologist to 
appredate the scale of this 
disaster: evidence is aU too 
obvious along the shores of 
Kuwait and northern Saudi 
Arabia. When I dived onder- 


neatii the oil stick off-Ras Al 
21awr in February, just before 
the short-lived land-war be^, 

I was impressed by the thick- 
ness of the oil, the fact tiiat it 
totally cut out the U^t, and 
that nothing seemed to escape 
its poisonous, sticky te"-:.acies. 

It was a strange ser.^^iiion, in | 
less than eight feet of water, to 
.find oneself swimming in pitch I 
darkness in the middle of the j 
day. To make matters worse j 
the sky above was almost as 
black as the sea. 

There can be little doubt 
that the mega-stick in the Gulf 
is an environmental disaster of 
enormous porpoitions, nor 
that, the setting atigbt of most 
. of Kuwaifs.oU 'wells is an .even 
greater catastrophe. In the 
n^tiis ahead we shall see just - 
how letiial the oombination of 
oil and smoke is for Man and 
nature. Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait provi^ an unexpected 
testing ground for the West’s 
nu'litaiy muscle; now it is pro- 
ving an equally challengiiig 
battiefield for environmental 
science and tedmology. 

I shall be returning to the 
Golf shortly to search for elu- 
sive dugongs, and to discover 
whether tu^es and terns have 
managed to survive the oil in 
order to nest on islands off the 
Saudi coastline. Arabia’s wild- 
life has already suffered from 
tile impact of masrive regional 
development: one cannot but 
hope diat the great surge in 
public awareness and concern 
for the Gulfs natural environ- 
ment, stimulated ^ this ecolo- 
gical disaster, wiU not have 
come too late for the animals 
themselves. 


Dr. Vim is a marine biologist and fonuely director of Sdteries 
researcb ia Saudi Arabia. He has reeeatiy retamed from the Gulf. 
Tins article is reprinted from Middle ^st IntematkxaaJ. 
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r 


perfumes, llghters.watches, 
penSfSilverware, poredain, 
crystalware etc. 


j^rumoHAiG 

* 

Professioiial Quality in ' 

1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your cofoiir film at 
oar sli^ ^and gK:- 

• JVMRO photo 
wiao 30% larger 

e Free enferee- 
mmnt 20 m 30 cm - 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istOrde. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahti^ Girls School 

TSkii amqr fe a«mafef« 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL$3M$ 



F^£>-INc'\ antj 


elegant 

colorful atmosN 

modenSe prices 


^meisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


/ CHEN’S \ 

CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk ; 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
J^iinch Friday only 
" Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
\ 6:30 ‘Midnight / 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefi^ Id: 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
availat)ie 

open Daily 12,30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11,30 pm 

After the Phllaclelphia Hotel 
Ibwmtle 3rd dide 


Tel:659519 659520 



TlHfRegen^Pqixe Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL miram 
IWIIQIIillflM 

Apartriients, villas 
& sertii' villas 

You’D like our senm 

Just call 835859 


The First Class Hptel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAINITEL 

iKf2qi|i= 


Amman • Tel. 6681 93 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23688 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Biuaineatmen 
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Marseille is ready for 1st European final 


MARSEILLE (R)— MarseUle. a 
club wiih axnUtions as big as 
millionaire President Bernard 
Tapie's bank-balance, expect to 
6nish off Spartak Moscow and 
stride into their first European 
Cup soccer final Wednesday. 

llie French champions have 
reason for over-confidence after 
their superb 3-1 semifinal fixsi leg 
win in Moscow two weeks ago 
but, with so much at stake, they 
are taking nothing for granted. 

Trainer Raymond Goethals has 
imposed a three-day media black- 
out as the squad prepare behind 
dosed doom at their seduded 
Alpine training camp in Digne, 
determined that the chance of 
reaching the final will not slip 
away. 

Marseille lost out to Benfica of 
Portugal at the same st^ last 
year, as they did to Ajax Amster- 
dam three years ago in the Cup 
Winners' Cup semifinals, deliver- 
ing a blow to Tapie’s avowed 
object of making Marseille the 
first French champions of 
Europe. 

This tune the diances of a 
mistake look slim. 

Apart Srom injured midfielder 
Bernard Pardo, Goethals has a 
fiill squad to choose from and the 
defence, reinforced this year by 
the Belgian coach, has not con- 
ceded three goals in a match at 
their stade Velodrome since 
Ajax’s visit three years ago. 

But Goethals, pmiiaps to guard 
against the risk of to players 
taking the match too lightly, 
slammed his team after their 1-1 
draw away to loiriy Rennes last 
kiiday as he did following their 
6-2 win over Nancy die previous 
week. 

“If the players can’t cope with 
two oompetitioas, we will Call 
between two stools and lose 
both,” he said, leferring to the 
danger of being overhauled by 
Monaco in the league. 

Apart from die i*.ot inconsider- 
able hurdle of having to over- 
ocmie a two-goal deficit, Spartak 
have few problems, with oidy one 
slight '"—t doubt in midfelder 
Valery 

But their preparation, as be- 
fore the first leg, has been far 
from ideal. On that occasion, 
they went to a tournament in 
Japan, earning the wrath of the 
Soviet Federation. 

This time, trainer Oleg 

Romantsev said he had to release 


nine of his team for the national 
squad just after &e first leg and 
only got them back a day iKfore 
their 3-2 home win over Ararat 
Yerevan at the weekend. 

“They were tired as well and 
now, hm we are, two days later 
in Marseille,” be complained. 

Goethals’ chief problem is who 
to leave out of his powerful squad 
with midfielders of the calibre of 
Yugoslav Dragan Stojkovic. Jean 
Tigana and l^ippe Vercruysse, 
not to mention st^er Eric Can- 
tona, unable to command a regu- 
lar place. 

With EngUsbman Chris Wad- 
dle and Ghanaian Abedi Fele on 
sublime form, captain Jean- 
Pierre Papin should receive the 
service he needs to increase his 
tally of rix cup goals this season. 

Marseille will stiU have to be 
wary of the threat pos^ by Spar- 
tak strikers Valery Shmarov and 
Dmitri Radchenko, who sounded 
a few alarm bells in the quarter- 
finals when they scored all the 
goals in a 3-1 win over Real 
Madrid in Spain. 

Man. United 
to win 

Manchester United folly expect 
to reach their first European final 
for 23 years on Wednesday de- 
spite Sunday’s shodt League Cup 
final defeat and die loss of their 
first-team goalkeeper. 

Their 3-1 first-leg victory over 
Legia Warsaw in the semifinals of 
the Cop Winners' Cup was so 
emphatic that they regard 
Wednesday’s second leg as little 
more than a formality on the way 
to die final in Rotterdam on May 
15. 

Manchester Unit^, the first 
English team to win the Euro- 
pean Cup in 1968, have never lost 
a European tie at home and have 
not conceded more than two 
goals in any game at Old Traf- 
ford. 

Manager Alex Ferguson is not 
concerned about duowing 23- 
year-old reserve keeper Gary 
Walsh into only his tbiid game erf 
the season and his first European 
tie following the serious knee 
injury to Les Sealey iu Sunday’s 
1-0 League Cup final defeat to 
second division Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Ferguson, who managed Aber- 
deen when diey won the Cup 
91fomers’ Onp in 1983, decided 


against recalling bis fonner num- ^ 
ber one keeper Jim Leighton ' 
from Arsenal vriiere he is on loan. 

“Walsh is an excellent young 
goalkeeper. The only thing be 
lacks is Leighton's experience.” 
said Ferguson. 

“The Wembley defeat was a 
big shock for us. Hopefully we 
have learned something from the 
game but we all know we will 
have to play a lot better against 
the Poles.” 

Apart frx)m Sealey, United mil 
be at full strength whb captain 
Bryan Robson returning after 
miswg the first leg through sus- 
pension. 

Legia Warsaw,- ninth in the 
Polish first dhrisioa. are stiU with- 
ont suspended goalkeeper Maciej 
Szczesny, and defender Maiek 
Jozwiak is also out after being 
sent off in the first leg against 
United. 

EUROPEAN CUP 

Captain Krzysztof Budka has 
still not recovered from injury. 

' Coadi Wladyslaw Stadiurski, 
who rested several players in 
Saturday’s league m^efa, wrote 
off his side's chances a^ the 
first leg and showed little confi- 
dence this week. 

“We will seek our chance in 
quick counter-attacks but if we let 
United force us into deep de- 
fence, we may get in trouble. 

“Oixr defenders are not too tall 
and they are weak in the air. But 
I am sure that result will be better 
than in Warsaw,” he said. 

Red Star orafident of 

hearing Baycm Manich 

Red Star Belgrade, with 11 
{riayers in danger of suspension 
and a coach worried about their 
state of mind, can reach their first 
European Cup soccer final even if 
they lose to Bayern Munich 
Wednesday. 

After bating the once-mighty 
Germans 2-1 in the fust leg of the 
semifinal, the Yugoslavs know 
even a 1-0 defeat ivould be 
enou^ to usher them throu{^ on 
the away goals rule. 

The task may have been made 
even easier die recent troubles 
at an off-form and unsettled 
Bayern, whose coach Jupp 
Heyndc^ has become a regular 
target for the fans. 


The Red Star players have 
been talking confidently in the 
local media, but coach Ljupko 
PetTOvic remained wary. 

“I am more afraid of our men- 
tality than of Bayern.” he said, 
worried about his players emulat- 
ing other Yugoslav sportsmen in 
the past and plucking defeat from 
the jaws of victory. 

Petrovic can still remember the 
Bayern team which produced a 
sensation in hfilan two years 
by beating Internaaon^e 3-1 in 
the UEFA Cup after losing 2-0 at 
home. 

'They were capable of doing 
anything then and diey can sdU 
do it now,” be said. “I am trying 
to tell my players they have to 
play Wednesday as if nothing 
happened in Munidi. 

“Over confidence is a* deadly 
sill when you play against a team 
like Bayern,” he said, aware that 
disciplinary infringements could 
prove hugely expensive for the 
team's dtle hopes. 

While none of the Red Star 
players are injured, 11, induding 
nine in the first-choice line-up, 
have been booked previously in 
the competition and a second 
yellow card for any of them 
would bring an immediate one- , 
matdi suspension. 

Bayern, visiting Belgrade after 
three dismal draws in teh Bnndes- 
b‘ga which left them foor points 
behind leaders Kaiserslautern 
with nine matdies left, have fit- 
ness worries. 

Key midfielder Manfred Ben- 
der and left back Hans Pfluegler 
are both out doe to injury and 
Heynckes has been criticised 1^ 
fans and players alike for juggling 
with the lineup. 

“The many re-arrangements 
are unnerving the team,” said 
fonner Bayern and West German 
internatio^ Gerd Mueller. 

Inter herpes to win 
against Sporting Lisbon 

Intemazionale, frustrated in 
the Italian League, are hoping to 
turn their anger to advantage 
against Sporting Lisbon in the 
UEFA Cup Wednesday. 

The MDan team are seeth- 
ing after bdmg denied a crucial 
g(^ at Horentina Sunday, with 
television replays of the 0-0 
league draw appearing to back up 
their daim. 

The draw left Inter three points 
behind leaders Sampdoria with 


four matdies ranaining but tteir 
frustration may tuni them into 
tou gh opponents in the second 
leg of their sentifinal. « 

’‘We have to play the remain- 
ing four (league) gam^ toying fo 
uin... being in a situation in 
wtudi we are obliged to attack 
suits me very well,” said German 
striker Juergen Klinsmann. 

His aggression should also be 
evident against sporting, who 
drew the first leg 04) in Lisbon 
two weeks ago. 

German left back Andreas 
Biehme, who has a broken toe 
and did not play a full match in 
Florence, is doubtfol althou^ a 
spedal protective cover nriglit 
allow him to start. 

Sporting, alrrrost at full 
strengdi, lost 2-0 at home to 
POrto in the league Saturday and 
are looking for changes. 

“We made many mistakes. We 
have to play differently in 
Milan,” Sporting’s Brazilian 
manager Marinho Peres said. 

“Psycholo^cally it would have 
been better to go to Italy after a 
victory. But we have confidence 
in our chances.” 

Yugoslav international goal- 
keeper Tomislav Ivkovic has not 
lost any of the last seven games 
be has played against Italian sides 
and said: “I don’t want to lose 
this one either.,” 

Sporting have no serious injury 
worries but will be wifoout dea- 
der Carlos Xarier, suspended af- 
ter the first leg. He will be re- 
place by Braalian Joao Luis 
Barbosa. 

Experienced Brazilian defen- 
der Luisinbo missed tbe Porto 
match because he was at his 
mother’s frmeral in Braal but was 
expected back for the game in 
MDan. 

Vodler fitness test 

German international stoiker 
Rudi Voeller, scorer of nine goals 
in the UEFA Cup this season, 
faces a late fitness test before as 
Roma's semifinal second-leg 
match against Brondby Wednes- 
day. 

Ine first leg in Copenhagen 
ended in a goalless draw when the 
Danish side foiled to score for the 
first time in the competition. 

Roma owe their progress to the 
semifinals in no small measure to 
Voeller, who netted four goals in 
the quarterfinal tie with Ander- 
lecht of Belgium including a hat- 
trick in the away leg. 


Korean table tennis team 
brings back ^ping- pong diplomacy’ 


Chavez gives up IBF title 


CHIBA, Japan (R) — The days 
of “iring-pong diplomacy” retum 
to the force Wednesday when a 
unified Korean team complete at 
the World Table Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

The two countries, still tech- 
nically at war but luiit^ as a team 
for the first time, could upiset 
champiions China and Sweden in 
tbe 13-day event in Chiba, near 
Tokyo. 

Tte Koreas have world-class 
players and must rank among tbe 
favourties for gold in the seven 
gategories of the biennial event, 
which this year brings together a 
record 69 men's teams and 58 
women’s squads in the sepiaraie 
team oompietitions. 

But there is far more than gold 
medals at stake. 

“We will do our best to reap 
good results and show (o the 
world the scenes of hannony and 
unity between pilayers form South 
and North Korea during the 
championships,” said Kim 
Chang-Jae, general manager of 
the joint Korean national team. 


Kim listed the men's and 
women's team events, the 
women's doubles and the mixed 
doubles as the best medal hopies. 

Gennany. hosts of the last 
championships in Dortmund, alsn 
have a unified table tennis team 
for the first time. 

Only the Soviet Union, seen 
with the Germans as danc horses 
for the men’s team event, are 
bucking the trend. 

They have disunty problems 
instead, with the Baltic republics 
scekii^ sqiarate member^ip in 
the Interna tional Table Tennis 
Federation (ITTF) at their con- 
gress on Ap^ 27. 

In an ironic toudi, Kuwait have 
Gulf war saviours the United 
States as opspxinents in their men's 
team group. 

The tournament, to run until 
May 6, will also be the first to use 
orange-yellow balls on the navy 
blue tables. 

The Korean side has 22 play- 
ers, 11 from each country, and 
includes recognised stars Yoo 
Nam-Kyu and Hynn Jung-Hwa 


from the South and Kim Song- 
Hui and Lee Bun-Hwi from the 
North. 

In Dortmund, North Korea 
won silver in the men's team 
event while the South took silver 
in tbe women’s compietition. 

Sweden’s national team leader 
welcomed the idea of a unified 
Korean team in the preliminary 
round of the team event. 

“Both North and South Korea 
were strong candidates to win the 
cbampMon^ipis as sepiarate teams. 


Mutt*n’Jeff 
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NEW YORK (AP) — JoUo Cesar 
Chavez has said that he is giving 
up bis Internaj^nal Boxing Ped- 
eratior (IBF) j^or welterwei^t 
title bemuse of a dispute with 
IBF President Bob Lee and 
promoter Bob Arum. 

Chavez, who also bolds the 
WBC supier lightweight crown, 
said be is vacating the IBF title 
because Lee ordered him to de- 
fend his belt against no. 1 conten- 
der Rafael Pineda of Colombia. 

“The purse bid was caused by 
the dealings of Bob Arum to 
interfere and block negotiations 
by me and my piromoter with 
^eda as well as with other 
pioteDtial ofipxments,” Chavez 



said in a written statement. 

“Bobby Lee's actions and his 
dealing s wth Ek)b Aram have 
convinced me that I am not being 
treated foiriy by Bobby Lee.” 

Chavez, undefeated in 74 
fights, said he took the action 
with “great regret.” 

“1 have piroven myself in tbe 
ring, have always held by cham- 
pionship with ^eat resp)^, and 
have never ducked any challen- 
ger,” he said. “I won the IBF title 
in the ring and now am forced as 
a result of Bobby Lee’s actions to 
give up my tide.” 

Lee and Arum could not be 
reached for comment. 


Bjorn Bo^ 

Borg makes 
quick exit 
in Monte 
Carlo Open 

MONTE CARLO (Agnedes) ^ 
Bjorn Borg’s return to the inter- 
national tennis circuit after an 
eight-year absence ended in quick 
ddeat Tuesday when the 34-year- 
old~Swede fell 6-2 6-3 to Jordi 
Arrese of Sprain at the Monte 
Carlo Opran. 

As in bis glory days when he* 
won six French Oprans and five 
Wimbledons, Borg sported 
shoulder-length hair, wore a 
'headband and touted a wooden 
racket. 

But he was slower than the 
Borg of old and too error-prone 
to match the 26-year-old baselin- 
er Arrese, ranked 52nd in the 
world, who beat him in one hour 
18 minutes. 

Borg, three times a trinner at 
Monte Carlo between 1977 and 
1980, made his much heralded 
return to the circuit on tbe centre 
court at the pirindprality where be 
bowed oat in 19^. 

He said he planned to continue 
despiite the defeat; “It was ififfi- 
cult. because I didn’t play for 
many years,” be said. “To play 
tiie guys these days, you need to 
be match-tough. 

“I need to play a lot of matches 
and tournaments to get badk in 
top form.” 

Meanwhile Henri Leconte of 
France, who owns the last two 
rictories over Bjorn Borg, was 
eliminated from the Monte Carlo 
Open tennis tournament Monday 
in first-round play. 

Sweden's Mats Zander and 
Ecuador's Andres Gomez went 
different ways in their opienii^ 
matches of the $l-nuUioa tennis 
. tournament. 

Leconte, who beat Borg in 
1983 at Monte Carlo and 1984 at 
Stuttgart, bowed to Italian Cris- 
tiano C^tti. The 20-year-old 
Italian beat Leconte 7-5, 2-6, 6-1. 
Leconte lost to WDander in the 
French Opsen final in 1988. 

Three-time French Open 
Champrion ^ITlander, still having 
trouble finding motivation, 
breezed past Australian qualifier 
Mark Woodfoitie, 6-0, 6-3. 

Gomez, who won in Paris in 
1990, continued his slide. He 
bowed to Italian Omar Cam- 
piorese, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1. Since the 
U.S. Opsen, Gomez has won jost 
two matches in -19 tournaments. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 

1990 TnBulW MOM ScniMS. Inc 


Andy Capp 


U.S.WINS SOLOMON TROPHY 


North-Souih vulnerable. Wesi 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A K 6 5 
: J 9 8 2 

: 3 

4 K Q J 3 

WEST E.AST 

«Q8432 «J7 

7 K S . ; A 6 3 

74 KQJ962 

4 10 876 494 

SOUTH 
4 10 9 
I Q 10 7 4 
: A 10 8 5 
4 A 5 2 
The bidding: 

West North Cast South 

Pass 14 2 : 2 NT 

Pass 3 NT Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Seven of ! 

By taking the Hrsc two places in 
the Women’s Pairs, winning the 
Mi?ced Pairs and finishing second in 
the Open Teams, the United States 
again dominated the World Bridge 
Olympiad, played in Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, thereby retaining the 
Charles Solomon Trophy awarded 
to the country that does best overall. 
Since it was first presented in I96S, 
no other country has won this pres- 
tigious cup. 


This deal is from the team event 
and features brilliant defensive play 
by one of the top American pairs, 
David Berkowiiz of Old Tappan, 
N.J. who sat East, and Bart Bram- 
ley. of Chicago. East’s %«eak jump 
overcall prevented North-South 

from finding their four-hean spot. 
That comract would have made eas- 
ily, possibly with an ovenrick. 
However, three no trump was a per- 
fectly reasonable game and would 
have coasted home against most 
defenders. 

Suppose East were to play the 
jack of diamonds on the first trick. 
Declarer holds up on the first dia- 
mond. but wins the continuation 
and attacks heans. If West goes up 
with the king, the assault on declar- 
er's second diamond stopper cannot 
be continued. If West follows low 
and East wins, there is no longer an 
entry to the diamonds. 

Berkowiiz realized that partner 
probably had a doubleton diamond 
and. therefore, inserted the nine 
from the East hand. That prevented 
a holdup play— declarer was forced 
to win with (he ten or lose one stop- 
per. When declarer now led a heart. 
West grabbed the king and reverted 
to a diamond, and l^c's suit was 
set up with the ace of hearts as an 
entry. 


yOWRENCfT 
GErriN*MII>. 
OFM£^ 
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forecast for WEDNESDAY APRIL 24, 1991 

ay Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

«Vbri„v^ 

tions to the surface bringing be- mutual interest, 
nefidal results and an opportunity LIBR.A; (Septembei 23 to Oaober 
about which you must take strong 22) There are quite a number of 
initiatives. outside duties to be done . appotnt- 

, . * -I ID, ments. meetings, shopping, 

ARIES: (March 21 to Apnl 19) etc. so gel them bebrad 

You can spcH out what you want 

the most to tbe person who is veiy ^ u . v* 

influential or has the most author- SCORPIO (^lolrar -3 to Novenw 
w where you are concerned and ber 21) You have it m your gwer , 
Mke^onSs. W all about you see and be 

progress aware that vou are Ihc one.triio 

TAURUS: (Apnl M to May M) interest what yow 

There are a considerable number would like to have you 

of fascinatitt new arrangemuts ^ 

vou can malu if you take the idea ■ __ . « ' 

as you now have and have experts SAGnTARTOS: iNovember to 
MsSt YOU. December 21) You need more 

^ money for you like more than most 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) signs the good things of life and: 

Whatever you have in mind that this is a day to make a fresh start 

does require much attention to towards more abundance, 
responsibilities you have assumed CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
to others should be put into active January 20) Whatever you perscy 
motion now. nally would like to do is fine now 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to but be sure you think big so you 

July 21) This is your day to can have big results otherwise a 
tbofooghly enjoy yourself at the fine day is wasted, 
recreations and the amusements AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni- 
that bring yon peace and content- g point to get rid of 

ment you like. all those practical tasks that are not 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get much fiin but that have to be dorie 
busy at those many tasks to be before you can really get ahead, 
performed before you have every- pisCES: (February 20 to Mai^ 

tiling at your residence or where 20 ) Take sometime out 10 let all 

conditions are concerned in an be aware (hat you 

efficient upswing. n good friend and that you will 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September amuse or entert^ others so they 
22) Take some time out to contact forget their woes. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“You put your foot in your mouth 
so often I bought a doormat 
for your tongue.” 




DROOVE 


Now arrange the crrcled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

JumUes: CLOAK VOUCH STOOGE ORCHID 
Answer That bright newcomer said that he woidd rather 
own than come from — GOOD "STOCK” 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Virgmia L Yates 



ACROSS 
1 Grain waste 


9 Greet 

13 More offbeat 

14 Sphere prefix 

15 Punta del — 

16 City near Madrid 

17 Woodchuck 
19 Logical 

21 — Palmas 

22 Rhizomes 
23Rehsh 

27 OHer kudos 

28 TV network 


3l Taking steps 

34 Part of HRH 

35 Botra 

36 All the way 

39 Breathing sound 

40 Second phone: 

abbr. 

41 Banded rock 

42 Undivided 

43 To's partner 

44 Beer base 

^ Ross or Rigg 
49 Pretty — picture 
52 GrassM'oots 

Surges 

55 Rayed iiower 
58 Pickled 


aaiBaani 


91W1 MCM SWWCK. IIK 


18 Stack part 
20 More uncouth 
24 Composer 


61 Eariti tone 

62 Bridge openers 
83 Atlantic Grosser 
64 Churchgoers 

DOWN 

1 Baby's feat 

2 — heart (care) 

3Seed shells 

4 Knock down 

5 Redoisnt 

6 Show oh 

7 "Vice is — ■’ 
(R>pe) 

6 Flashy 
9 A Hopper 

10 Hard wood 

1 1 Prince Hirobumi 

12 Prop 

14 Men Is Hard 
to Find" 


25 Hades 

26 Files 

27 Li^ lead-in 
29 Work shoes 

31 Haird(» 

32 Stretch one's 
neck 

33 Condo son 

34 AIL 

35 DiU once 

37 Group treks 

38 Bootleg 
43 Bracken 
44Whh 

passion 
46 Malarial los 

48 Langwd 

49 Out 

SOGraupel 

kin 

51 ~ as dust 
53 Lyric lines 
84 Bonibeck 


Ysgterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


nnan nniDcin nrinn 
nranR nann 

nnoRnn 

QIIBH niQFin 
Finoinno orann nnn 

nnnruHHSS HnnRmi 

ucinHnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn 

Rnrannn nnnnnnnn 

nnnn Qann 

HODno nnnn 
Bnrin_nnnnB nnnn 


55 Run on 

56 Sluggers stsl 


57 ■■Tne — MM 
and the Sea 
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EC to raise 
financial aid 
to Tunisia 

TUNIS (R) — The Enropean 
CoDonxnniQr (EC) will increase its 
fioanda] aid to Tuniaa by 27 per 
cent to 284 irdUion European 
Cnrrency Units (ECUs) (S240 
miniozi) in the next five years, the 
EC office in Tunis said Monday. 

Of the wtal, 116 miffion ECUs 
($98 miUion) will be gifts. The 
remaining 168 millions ($142 mil* 
Eon ) wB l be lent by the European 
Investment Bank at interest rates 
dose to those of the World Bank. 

A feature of the aid package 
win be that 15 million ECUs 
($12.7 million) of the gifts will be 
earmarked for risk capital of fi- 
nance Tunisian pazticipmtion in 
joint ventures. 

In the previous package for the 
five-year period en<fing in 1991 
the EC provided Tuniria with 
financial aid worth 224 milEoo 
ECUs ($184 million). 

EC sources said Tunisia could 
obtain additional aid in rite form 
of support for structural adjust- 
ment programmes open to seven 
Arab countries, or from the Com- 
monity’s re^onal Gooperation 
fund avail^le to all Mediterra- 
nean countries. 


Iran central 
bank said 
seeking large 
oil credits 

PARIS (R) — The Iranian cen- 
tral bank. Bank Markazi, has 
approached European banks to 
Ease SI to S2 blsion In loans 
repayable from oil sales by the 
National Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC), according to oil indnstiy 
journal Petrostrategies. Mon- 
day’s edition of the Paris-based 
weeldy said lenders would open 
credit Hnes for buyers of I ranian 
erode and take SO per cent of 
the value of fiiw purchases in 
repayment (rf the loans, passing 
the remaining 50 per cent on to 
NIOC 


Saudi firms approach 
banks for large loans 


RIYADH (R) — Samfi Arabia, 
lA fan^ (^if war costs, has 
given p^Ec sector co n nia iitea the 
green to borrow large sums 
from commercial banW for ex- 
pansion^ projects, bankers and 
economists said Monday. 

State-owned giants Eke oil firm 
Saadi Aramco and petiodMinical 
conglomerate Saudi Basic Indus- 
tries Corpoiarion (SABIQ have 
alrea^ tapped kingdom banks 
for cash and many more are 
expected to follow suit in the 
second half of the year, they said. 

Previously, those firms were 
able to obtain soft loans fnm 
government credit institations 
like the Public Investment Fund 
and Saudi Industrial Develop- 
ment Fund. 

Saudi Arabia dedded in 1989 
to stop allocating new money to 
those funds, which m fea wc they 
can now lend only by lecycfing 
the returns fro m p re v io u s loans. 

This poE^ decision — aimed 
at limiting reliance on state 
ending and cutting budget de- 
fidts-- came home to roost triien 
Gulf war bills swaUowed up the 
kingdoin's ml revenues and tbe 
peacetime buaoess diznate pick- 
ed up, economisB said. 

'‘Basically, they (tbe govern- 
ment) are saying to the com- 
panies'if you can find the money 
you can get the deal and well 
give you tbe go-ahead,” a West- 
ern economist in Riyadh sakf. 
“It's a very nausual develop- 
ment.'* 

Economic say Saudi Aiate, 
burdened with up to S£5 billion of 
war-related costs, saw its budget 


deSdt swell to SIS or 16 bilfion in 
1990 from a projected $6.6 bO- 
Uon. 

It is e xpe c ted to double in 1991 
Imt narrow again in 1992 as final 
bills are paid and oQ production 
increases. 

Forn^ banks have agreed to 
paztidpate in a soverdgn loan of 
at le^ $3.5 billion for Saudi 
Arabia buz signing is believed to 
sdl! be weeks away. 

Sauzfi banks, wUeh were ex- 
chidcd from that deal, are flush 
with funds and domestic loans 
form only a smaD portion of their 
assets. 

Bankers say Aramco 
approadted each of the king- 
dom's domestic banks daring tbe 
last few months for as much 
money as they were willing to 
provide in one-year loans to help 
co v er tbe cost of boosting its oil 
production. 

.Econoznists say Aramco sptta 
almost $2 biUion raising its oir^t 
by more 50 per cent to help 
cmnpensate world markets for 
tbe loss of Kuwaiti and Iraqi 
crude. 

Terms and am o un ts varied for 
eadi bank but the bankers said 
Aramco mi^t seek a formal 
syndicated if it pushed ahead 

with irians to raise capadQr furth- 
er to ten miiiM M bamls per day 
(b7d) frmn around 8.5 mdlion at 
'^resrat. 

“They need a very large 
amount of money not provided 
by tbe regular c^ flow,” one 
banker sakl. 

Bankets said SABIC, which is 
building a new petr^emica] 


plam with Japan's Mitsui En- 
gineering and Shipbuilding Com- 
pany. had also borrowed money 
in the past few weeks. 

Another government- 
controlled firm, SCECO (Saudi 
Consolidated Electrical Com- 
panies) Western was negotiating 
a 1.2 billion riyal loan ($450 
million) with Saudi Banks, they 
said. The deal was expected to be 
signed in two week’s time. 

“Basically, the borrowing 
trend was there but now su^enly 
there is much more of it — it’s 
bmg stepped up,” one general 
manager of a Saudi joint-venture 

bank said. 

“He anticipates that plenty 
more of these companies will 
come to tbe market for loans in 
tbe second half of tbe year,” he 
added. 

The companies which have 
approached banks so far have 
strong balance sheets, a huge 
income, and could basically bor- 
row as mudi they need, bukeis 
and economists say. 

New business opportunities 
were clearly opexung up as pro- 
jects delayed by the war were 
taken off ice and local industries 
geared up for a share of Kuwaiti 
recons tr uction. 

“Petqrle are exhilarated by the 
way tbe war ended — so quickly 
and with so little damage to Saudi 
Arabia’s infrastructure,” one 
economist said. 

“The government may be 
broke but the gloomy business 
investment etimat# we saw before 
the war has reversed itself,” he 
added. 


Turkish company offers labour for 
mass housing in eastern Germany 


ISTANBUL (R) A state- 
owned Turkish bank, has offered 
to bufld mass bousing in eastern 
Germany using che^er Turkish 
labour to cut costs, a senior bank 
offidal said Monday. 

“We can halve house prices if 
cheaper Turkish labour is 
approved,” said Engm Gvan, 


general manager of Turkiye 
Fmiaic Bankas A.S. 

Bank offidals said the offer by 
the bank’s contracting arm Emlak 
Konot had been welcomed by the 
Gemcm govenuoent. 

The officials said their offer 
was ageneral one and it was too 
early to give detaOs as to the size 


and value of pwssible projects. 

Emlak Konut already has a 10 
per cent share in a German- 
financed consortium for a 4,000- 
> unit housing project in the Sw'et 
Urdoc worth three bUlion marks 
($1.7 bilUon), the first stage of a 
deal worth 9.5 biUion marte ($5.4 
biOxon). 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuca^ ApA 23, 1991 




Cratral-Bank.afflcid rates . . 




Bbt ScS 




U.S. doDar 

683.0 
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4953 
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347.1 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R1 — FoDowing are tbe buying and sdling rates for 

imt4tnp wnrld correncies and Bold aganisi the dcrflar ax midsesaou 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Stetfing 1.698S/95 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1568T78 

iWWw 

1.7585/95 

Deatsefaemarks 

1.9830/40 

Dutdi guilders 

1.4725/35 

Swiss femes 

36.20/24 

Belgian francs 

5.9260/10 

French francs 

1299/1300 

Italian Sie 

138.50/60 

Japanese yen 

6.2570/20 

Swedish crowns 

6.835Q/S400 

Norwe^an crowns 

6.72SQ/7300 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 356.75/357.25 

U.S. dollars 


Job ads hit lowest level in 
U.S. in about 8 years 


NEW YORK CAP) A widely 
followed survey of job advertismg 
in February tell to the lowest 
level in neariy eight yearn, sug- 
gesting tbe labour market down- 
turn will prersist despite signs tbe 
recession is ending, economists 
said. 

The help-wanted advertising 
index, a measurement of the 
volume of employment ads in 
newq>apers nationwide, fell to 
down from 100 in February 
and 142 in February 1990. 

That put tbe index at the lowest 
level since a July 1993 reading of 
97, said the Conference Board, 
tbe New York-based business re- 
search group that compiles the 
survey. 

“We’ve got a decline that runs 
literally across the country,” said 
Kenneth Goldstein, a Conference 
Board eco n o mis t. 

Desjnte some indications the 
recession is nearing an end, cut- 
backs by retailing, real estate and 


financial companies indicate the 
decEne in job advenising will 
continue, though at a slower 
pace, Goldstein said. 

Such cutbacks, including 
layoffs and belt-tightening, are a 
result of over expansion during 
the 1980s boom, be said. ^ 

“They realise that when the 
economy comes back h wont be 
enough to keep all those people, 
all those stores, and so on.” 
Goldstein said. I 

The Conference Board’s help- 
wanted advertising index is consi- 
dered a sensitive barometer of 
the economy's overall direction, 
since it indicates employer de- 
mand for a wide variety of jobs. 

The index has been in a steady 
decUne since December 1989, 
when the index stood at 149. By 
comparison, the index feU to 75 
during September and October of 
1982, when the country also was 
m a recession. 
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Economist prescribes 
higher unemployment 

to save Jordan future 


By Samir .Shagfa| 

Special to the Jonim Times 

AMMAN — Unenqrioymcnt b 
an entrenched problem in the 
struecure of the Jordanian society 
and the tragedy b that in <wder to 
really solve the crisb. Jordanians 
must suffer from higher unem- 
ptoyment. Dr. Jawad Anani told 
a forum of bankers, government 
officiab and intellect)^ on Sun- 
day evening. 

Speaking at the Assodadon of 
Banks in Jordan. Dr. Anani said 
Jordan was currently faced with 
the dilemma of how to »tilKe best 
the available and limited re- 
sources of the Kingdom. 

He mentioned various econo- 
mic hindrances, but highlighted 
as most important the crippled 
labour market, mainly because of 
the extremely high government 
employment which, he noted, 
directly or indirealy hires about 
55 per cent of the. country's total 
labour force. 

"Can the government bear thb 
burden?” Dr. Anani asked fore- 
seeing a diminished private sector 
management role in the economy 
,in the future if the answer was 
positive. 

He further wondered how the 
government could keep on pacing 
the huge salaries and still con- 
tinue to improve the sodal and 
economic welfare of tbe citizens 
when the middle class, who com- 
prises mostly government em- 
frioyees, was gradually decreasing 
in size under the pressures (ri 
unemjrioyment and inflation. 

“Cu't the private sector adopt 
a role where it can reap the fruits 
of its own free decisions in ex- 
change for new econcrnik poUdes 
in Jordan?” Dr. Anani asked 


again. 

The former mmister of labour 
and of industry and trade said the 
Kingdom must revtrintionxse its 
economic philosophy because 
Jordan needed to create about 
36,000 job-opportunities this year 
and about 50,000 every' year 
thereafter, taking into considera- 
tion the rapid increase in popula- 
tion, which will raise to over five 
miion by the year 2000. 

Dr. Anani calculated tbe need 
of about JD 1 zeiUion in invest- 
mems a year to achieve a balance 
between tbe increase tn labour 
force and tbe required capital 
formation. 

Calling for a reevalnation of 
many institutions which have ex- 
cess staff, Dr. Anani gave a perti- 
nent example of a ministry he 
headed years ago. “Tbe Mimstry 
of Industry and Trade employs 
380 p^le,” he said “when it can 
function with only 45 and give 
them half the salary of tbe 380.". 

Citing the pbosf^te company 
as ano^r example of overstaf- 
fing, Dr. Anani questioned the 
willingn^ to correct Jordan's 
economic course and tbe ability 
to create true job-opportunities. 
But then, he asked, wto can take 
the "poUtical dedson” in this 
regard.” 

He mentioned that by rransfer- 
ring the employment burden 
from tbe public sector to the 
private sector the country would 
greatly depend on protfoctivity. 
As such, there would be higher 
requirements for labour produc- 
tivity and needs to create the 
environment to achieve that pur- 
pose and justify wages in return. 

Dr. Anani referred to the eco- 
nomic adjustment programme 
and noted that tbe end result of 


euirency management float, ba- 
lance of payments strength, re- 
duction in financial aid and im- 
provement of govemmem budget 
could be summarised in employ- 
ment selection where nobody 
would get a job unless needed 
and w|^ the pay corresponded 
to tbe productivity. 

This process would entail a 
hi^r joMess rates, he pointed 
out. 

This unusual frankness took 
even a sharper turn when the 
lecturer said; “It is high time to 
say that the values we’ve set up 
for ourselves dunng the oil boom 
yeais have ended. The years of 
cheap money have en<M.” 

Economically speaking. Or. 
Anani used the World Bank term 
“Dutch disease syndrome” and 
said dut this disease, whereby 
people rely on a specific sector 
for money or rely on the local 
market instead of tradable com- 
modities for exports to earn 
money, has ended too. 

Tbe lecnirer said that the oil 
boom years created deficienaes 
•m the financiai sector and in the 
private sector at least to a level 
equal to that in the public sector, 
but, he noted, at that time gov- 
ernments were able to cover their 
own failures and the failures of 
tbe private sector as well. 

The boom years have yielded 
unqualification at all levels and 
on top of that an overemploy- 
ment through tbe importation of 
unskilled labourers while export- 
ing at the same time qualified 
manpower, tbe fonner minister 
pointed out adding that “we were 
creating job-opponunities abroad 
in every items we were importing 
then.” 

Dr. Anani stressed the need to 



JrwmI AbuI 


“revolutionise” the economic 
thinking in Jordan because JonU- 
nians cannot maintain the 
“money illusion'' unage 

He said there was lut way to 
escape the modern theory of 
“competitive edge” of a country 
to be a pan of the internatiooal 
economy and not only on the 
rcgHtnal level. 

He defended hu argument by 
saying that recent devdopments 
have funher distanced Arab eco- 
nomic relatHins and notaMy Jor- 
dan which had no choice hut to 
adiust to developments. 

Dr. Anani went a step ahead to 
affirm that Jordan's being 
accepted by Arab countries 
would be more welcomed 
through international markets 
than 1^ approaching the vane 
Arab countries directly. 

He dismissed that the Gulf 
ensts had a negaove effect on the 
labour market in Jordan, hut 
quite on the contrary, he saw a 
positive impaa, especially if Iraq 
were permitted to export again 
and the pohtkal status remained , 
unchanged. 

"Jordanians should face reali- 
ties unemotionally and should 
realise that the posicMes 

unutilised human qualifications 
that only need a new ccononuc 
environment where new job areas 
can be created,” Dr. Anaiu coo- 
chided. 


Iraqi 
Airways 
to fly again 
next month 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi Airways 
plans next month to resume 
domestic flights that were 
grounded by the Gulf war, the 
official Iraqi News Agency has 
reported. 

The aiifine’s director-general, 
NitredtUne A1 Safi, was quoted as 
saying tbe company was taking 
st^ to resume flights within the 
country. 

Safi said there would be six 
flints daily between Baghdad 
and tbe southern port city of 
Basra and four d^y between 
Baghdad and Mosul in the north. 


GCC ministers approve 
multi- billion dollar fund 


RIYADH (R) — Six Gulf Arab 
states agreed Monday nig^t to set 
up a multi-biUioa dollar fund 
whidi they hope will help prom- 
ote stability in the region. 

Tbe agreement was reached at 
the first meetup of the 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
since the Gulf war ended more 
than seven weeks ago. 

“Tbe programme of tbe GCC 
to boost development efforts in 
the Arab countries will be ready 
to operate in the near future,” 
Saudi Arabian ^nance Minister 
Mohammad Abal Kliail said, 
according to the Sandi Press 
Agency (SPA). 

SpeaUng after talks with Us 
coonterpans from Kuwait, tbe 
United Arab Emirates, ^tar, 
Bahram, and Oman, he said the 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Colt model 1988. Burgundy red. Less than 
16,000 kms. radio/cassette player, duty unpaid, price; 
JD 4.000 or best offer. 

Please call: 644635 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A well known Jordanian establishment is seeking to fill an 
executive secretary position to perform the following; 

— Secretarial / office Adm. work. 

— Word processing is essential. 

— Good command of English. 

— Shorthand or speed writing is a plus. 

All applicants must send their C.V. including recent 
photograph and copies of their education and experience 
certificates. Right candidate is expected to start work 
immediately. 

Please send details to: 

The Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box. 926567 

Amman — Jordan 



PAVTkiyTBK 


>fto I 


RESTAURANT 

Breakfast o Lunch o Dinner O 
Icecream o Takeaway o 
7th circle, near Royal Automobile Cli^ 



fund would have an eventual 
capital of up to $15 billion. 

GCC Secretary-General 
Abdallah Bishaia said the fix 
finance mimsters bad defined the 
fund's objectives and work 
meffiods. He gave no ftSFtbcr 
details. 

SPA quoted Abal Kbail as 
saying tbe fund would be man- 
age by a committee of beads of 
/Gab development funds. 

Officials earlier said the six 


states, which own more than 40 
per cent of die worid's oil re- 
serves. would no kmger lend their 
petFodtrilars without gnanatBcs 
that the money would be nred 


^jy. 


"We will take a new look at the 
relationship between the GCC 
and other Arab countries, *' 
Abdullah AJ Qoweiz, the GCCs 
assistant secretary-general for 
ectmomic affain, saxL 


FILIPPINA TAILORESSES NEEDED 


Rrst Class tailoresses, with broad experience to work for 
Aseel Fashion Designs. 

Tel: 688004 


PERSONAL COMPUTER FOR SALE 


COMPAQ LTE 286 lap top. Note book size 40 MB Hard 
disk, 12 MHZ speed floppy drive 1.44 MB. 

Price J.D. 3000/Neg. Tel: 842120 


340 Sq. METRE GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Location; Sweifieh. Super deluxe finish, 3 bed- 
rooms with built-in cupboards, 4 bathrooms, 
spacious kitchen, service area and garden. 

If Interested call 810362 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
RISHA GAS POWER STATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF TENDER AVAILABILITY 

FOR 

RELOCATION OF TWO (2) GAS TURBINES 
TENDER NO. 51/89 

Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the tender 
document, No. 51/69 is available for purchase as of 23 
April 1991. 

The work under this tender consists of disassembling, 
packing, transporting from Amman South Power Station to 
Risha Power Station, reinstalling, commissioning and put 
into operation of two (2) gas turbines each of 30 MW 
capacity. 

The tender includes the supply arKi installation of all 
modification materials required for the turbines to bum 
gas fuel. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the secretary of 
JEA Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman time. 
29 June 1991 at the JEA offices in Amman. 

Tender documents are available at the address given 
below for a nonrefundable fee of JD 100 payable to JEA 
for each set of the tender documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Jabal Amman-Tth Circle 
Post Office Box 2310 
Amman — Jordan 
Telex: 21259 JEASAK 
FAX. No. 81B336 
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Sihanouk’s rebel group 
accepts temporary truce 


BANGKOK ( AP) — The guerril- 
la forces of Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk Tuesday accepted an appeal 
for a temporary ceasefire in the 
war against the Vietnamese- 
installed Cambodian government 
in Phnom Penh. 

France, Indonesia and U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar made the joint request 
Monday. 

“We welcome the aj^jeal, and 
we hope the Phnom Penh regime 
will accept the U.N. plan" to end ' 
12 years of war. said £k 
Sereywath. a spokesman for Siha- 
nouk’s office in Bangkok. But be 
said Sihanouk, who leads a three- 
party guerrilla coaltion fighting 
the government, may have his 
own comments. 

Ek said there currently was no 
heavy fighting in zones controlled 
by the Sihanouk gueirilias. They 
haw not launched any major 
attacks since mid-November, 
concentrating on econo- 

mic and political development of 
their zones, he said. 

The Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Front will wait for an 
offidal notification firom France. 
Indonesia and the U.N. 
secretary-general before aimouc- 
ing its postition on the appeal.said 
a liberation from spokesman. Ok 
Seiei Sopheak. 

Spokesmen for the Khmer 
Rouge, the third and largest guer- 
rilla group, could not immediate- 
ly be reached for comment Tues- 
day. 

The guerrilla coalition had re- 
jected previous truce proposals. 


saying a ceasefire ^uld come 
only in the context of a compre- 
hensive political settlement. 

No response from the Phnom 
Penh ^ivenunent was seen in 
Bangkok. In the past it has called 
for an immediate truce. 

Each side has blamed the other 
for an upsurge fb fighting at the 
start of this year's dry season 
despite international appeals for 
restraint. 

The resistance said the govern- 
ment launched major counter- 
offensives, trying unsuccessfully 
to retake territory lost since a 
major Vietnamese troop pullout 
in September 1989. 

The govemmetn said the guer- 
rillas, especially the Khnier 
Rouge, were using tanks and 
artillery extensively for the first 
time to attack areas adjacent to 
the Thai border, particularly Bat- 
tambang province. 

In a<^tion, the Khmer Rouge 
conducted “propaganda and in- 
timidation camp^gns to frighten 
our people mto deserting Battam- 
bang,” Cambodian President 
Heng Samrin said Saturday to 
troops returning from the Bat- 
tambang fix>nt. 

The efforts foiled, state radio 
quoted him as saying. A text of 
the Monday broadcast was seen 
in Bangkok Tbesday. 

The joint appeal asked that the 
ceasefire begin on May 1 and 
continue at least until peace talks 
planned for Jakarta, Indonesia, 
are completed, to create a fovour- 
able cli^te for success. 

No date has been set for the 


talks, but Indonesia has said it 
hoped they would be held in 
May. 

Phnom Penh has said the 
arrangement of a truce should be 
one of the main topics at Jakarta. 
Phnom Penh also is expected to 
discuss with the guerrillas its re- 
servations over the U.N. Security 
Coundl peace plan adopted last 
Novemba. 

Among other things, the gov- 
ernment has rejected the prop- 
osed disarmament of all four 
Cambodian annies in the period 
before elections. Phnom Penh 
said it needed its army in case the 
Khmer Rouge, which massacred 
Ounbodians during its role in foe 
1970$, tried to retake power forc- 
ibly. It also said any agreement 
most include q>ecific measures to 
prevent a Khmer Rouge return to 
power. 

The appeal for a trace was 
issued by French Foreign Minis- 
ter'Roland Dumans and Indone- 
sian Formgn bGnster Ah Alatas, 
whose nations oo-diair the inter- 
national conference on Cambo- 
dia, the main forum for an agree- 
ment. 

The two ministers and Perez de 
Cuellar said they were concerned 
by F^rots of a recent upsurge in 
fitting in Cambodia. 

The statement reminded the 
warring foctions that foe U.N. 
Secority Coundl and the General 
Assembly had “unanimously cal- 
led on all parties in the conflict to 
exercise the greatest restraint in 
order to create a dimate fevour- 
able to prodocing an overall poli- 
tical settlemnt." 


Roh defends proposed treaty with Soviets 


SEOUL (AP) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo Tuesday defended his 
decision to conclude a friendship 
treaty with the Soviet Union, 
saying it would fiirther develop 
relations between the once hos- 
tile nations. 

Rob said, however, that the 
proposed trea^ should not seek 
to forge a military alliance be- 
tween the two nations. 

In a surprise move in talks with 


Roh in Soofo Korea last week, 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev proposed that foe two 
sides condude a treaty to further 
develop relations. Roh initially 
was quoted as accepting, but aides 
later said the treaty was beii^ 
reoonridered. 

The proposed treaty has 
aroused fears in some quarters 
that South Korea, dosely allied 
with the United States, is moving 


too fost toward the Soviet Union, 
with which Seoul established for- 
mal relations only seven months 
ago. 

Roh said Tuesday die proposed 
treaty would be harmless if it 
does not seek a military alliance. 

He said the Soviet Union has 
concluded similar non-military 
friendship treaties with Germany, 
France and Italy. 


Perez de Cuellar caUs 
for U.N. spy satellite 


BORDEAUX (R) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has said the United 
Nations should have its own spy 
satellite to pinpoint troublespote 
around the worid before violence 
erupted. 

An independent U.N. observa- 
tion satellite would have been 
able to show' Iraq's “threatening 
behaviour” towards Kuwait be- 
fore it invaded the emirate in 
August, he told a news confer- 
ence. 

Perez de Cuellar, talking after 
accepting an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Bordeaux, 
said the U.N. Security Coundl 
needed “independent and objec- 
tive real-time information." 

“I would like us to have an 
independent obser\‘ation satellite 
... that would hav'e enabled u.s for 
example to detect, even before 
Aug. 2, the Iraqi threat to 
Kuwait.” he said. 

"If we want to avoid catas- 
trophes, the Security Council 
must be constantly examining 
flashpoints, intervening in a deri- 
sive way as soon as a conflict is 


spotted and applying foe U.N. 
charter's principles with the 
utmost consistency,” Perez de 
Cuellar said. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union have spy satellites 
able to give high-definition im- 
ages of foe ground. They are 
usually used by the military, but 
commercial observation satellites 
have also been launched. 

Perez de Cuellar also said foe 
United Nations should reassess 
its methods to find a way of 
intervening in a country's affairs 
without violating the U.N. char- 
ter. 

“We have to find a mechanism 
which permits interference, with- 
out violating the U.N. charter 
which specifies that the U.N. has 
‘no authority to interverre in mat- 
ters of an essentially domestic 
nature,”’ he said. 

Specifically riting the Gulf war. 
Perez de Cuellar urged jurists to 
study this issue. He said the 
United Nations would cooperate 
with jurists weighing up the pros 
and cons of such a “right to 
interfere” for the world body. 


Kohl wants government 
moved from Bonn to Berlin 


BERLIN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said Tuesday he wanted 
Germany's parliament and gov- 
ernment to move from Bonn to 
Berlin, foe capital in name since 
unity last October, ruling party 
sources said. 

The sources said Kohl ended 
montiis of silence on the issue to 
back Berlin “for historical 
reasons.” 

’The diancellor was speaking at 
a meeting of pariiameniary de- 
puties firom his Christian Demo- 
crats (CDU), who lead a centre- 
ri^t coalition government. 

The sources said Kohl favoured 
leaving some ministries in Bonn, 
induding the sprawling Defence 
Ministry complex. 

Pariiament is expected to de- 
cide before summer recess in late 
June whether to move from 
Bonn, West Germany's pro- 
viaond cs^tal since 19^, after 
long-divided Berlin regained its 
traditional title last Oct. 3. 

Bertin backers say the govern- 
ment can relocate within a decade 
for as little as 11 billion marks 
($6.3 billion), while Boim's de- 
fenders say foe move could cost 
up to 60 billion marics ($34.3 
billion) and would overbui^n a 
budget already strained by re- 
building Germany’s east 

The debate has spirt normally 
disciplined party blocs in parlia- 
ment along regional lines, with 


Bonn backers centred in districts 
closer to Bonn as well as Bavaria, 
a traditionally rival region to 
Prussian Berlin. 

In a separate development 
Germany's constitutional court 
• ruled Tuesday that people whose 
property in East Germany was 
seized under Soviet military 
occupation between 1945 and 
1949 were not entitled to get it 
back. 

But it said foe former owners 
were entitled to compensation 
firom Germany for their loss. 

Some 3.3 million hectares (8.2 
million acres), mostly foe heredit- 
ary estates of Prussian nobles 
which covered a third of East 
German agricultural land, were 
broken up and given to peasants 
or converted into collective feims 
under the post-war Soviet 
occupation. 

The treaty uniting east and 
west Germany last October 
allowed people to redaim proper- 
ty seized by East Germany after 
foe Communist state was set in 
1949. 

But it excluded the 1945-49 
land seizures because they were 
carried out in foe legal vacuum of 
a postwar occupation zone. 

The constitutional court said 
that in foe interests of equality 
before the law, people who lost 
their proper^ bribre 1949 should 
also be compensated. 


Conference 
wants 
to change 

U.N. veto 
rights 

SALTSJOBADEN. Sweden 
(AP) — Political figures from 
around the world have said some 
Security Council members should 
lose their veto rights in a broad 
restracturing of foe United Na- 
tions. 

In a 40-page report, delegates 
at a two-day conference said foe 
United Nations should be streng- 
thened as the pivot of a global 
government system with in- 
creased powers to settle disputes 
and regulate foe arms trade. 

Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson said foe proposals would 
restrict foe sovereignty of U.N. 
members and counter foe United 
States’ dominance in world 
affairs. 

About 30 government officials, 
former leaders and representa- 
tives of development agencies 
from 23 countries took part in foe 
conference at Saltsjobaden, a 
seaside resort near Stockholm. 
They included Pakistan’s former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
former British Prime Minister 
Edward Heath and former 
Tanzanian President Julius Nye- 
rere. 

The conference report did not 
name specific Security Coundl 
members that should lose their 
veto. But it said confidence in foe 
United Nations should be bol- 
stered, and a way to do this would 
be to change the Coundl's mem- 
bership and voting system. 

The viaors in World War n*'— 
the United States, Britain, 
France, China and foe Soviet 
Union — are permanent Council 
members and the only ones with a 
veto. 

Former West German Chan- 
cellor Willy Brandt said “you are 
not a victorious power for eterni- 
ty. For instance, how will (a 
united) Europe be represented in 
foe Security Council?'' 

“Sooner or later there will 
probably be something instead of 
foe existing system,” he said. 

The group proposed a world 
summit on global governance to 
reform foe countS. lliey said 
such a gathering would be a 
follow-up of foe meetings in San 
Francisco and Bretton Woods in 
foe 1940s that led to the creation 
of foe United Nations. 

“The United Nations is going 
to be 50 years old ... it is surely 
time to renew it,” said Shfjdafo 
Ramphal, former Common- 
wealth secretary general firom 
Guyana. 



Jean-Fierre Ghevcoement 

Chevenement 
says Gulf 
events prove 
him right 

PARIS (R) — Former Defence 
Minister Jean-IHerre Cheveae- 
ment, who quit in January over 
Ftance’s involvement in foe Gulf 
war, has announced his retura to 
politics. 

Chevenement said events since 
the war, including the Kurdish 
refugee exodus, bad proved him 
right 

ESs dedrion to stand again for 
foe parliamentary seat he had to 
give op in 1988 when he became a 
cabinet member was seen as the 
first move in a presidential elec- 
tion bid. 

A left-wing nationalist. 
Chevenement opposes several 
ideas generated by France's Gulf 
war coalition with Washingron, 
notably a return to the NATO 
integrated command it left in 
1966 or a scaling down of the 
French independent nuclear 
force. 

He told a news conference at 
his home constituency of Belfort, 
in eastern France, that the deputy 
who took his place was stepping 
down to clear foe way for a 
by^lectioa. 

It will probably be held in foe 
summer. 

Chevenement, 53, rerigned on 
Jan. 29, when the air war against 
Iraq was in full swing and France 
' had 12,000 men pois^ to join the 
land offensive that began a month 
later. 

“You know that since last Au- 
gust (foe start of the Gulf crisis) I 
was opposed to a war I thou^t 
avoidable and more likely to 
ag^vate problems than to re- 
solve them,” he said. 

He said he had offered to quit 
when France backed a U.N. re- 
solution anthorising force to evict 
Iraq’s invasion troops from 
Kuwait 

“On Dec. 8, the head of state 
(President Francois h^tterrand) 
accepted the idea in principle. 
The precise date of my departure 
was deferred,'* Chevenemeut 
added. 

Chevenement, a member of 
the ruling Socialist Party and a 
founder of the France-lraq 
Friendship Sodety. later accused 
Mitterrand of abandoning 
France's traditional Hiird World 
sympathies to join an American- 
led “new world order.” 

A political commentator for 
the d^y Le Monde said Mon- 
day’s move was dearly foe over- 
ture to a presidential bid in May, 
1995, t^en Mitterrand’s second 
term expires. 

“Chevenement ... has obviois- 
ly started off on a solitary course 
for foe presidency,” Jean-Marie 
Colombani wrote. 

The former defeuce chief has 
made no major pubtic appear- 
ances since he quit, but has writ- 
ten articles in Republiquc Mod- 
erne, journal of his sm^l Sodal- 
ism et RepubUque wing of foe 
party. 

In foe latest issue, dated Mon- 
day, Otevenement said events 
were now vindicating his anti-war 
stance. 

“It would have been better not 
to have fought ... to avert foe 
destabilisation of an entire regioD 
(demonstrated) by the tragedy of 
foe Kurds and foe vfoote Iraqi 
people,” he wrote. 

He criticised militafy “exp^- 
tiotts” by foe United States, Bri- 
tain and France to set up safe 
havens for Kurds in northern Iraq 
“as was done in colons times.” 


At least 50 people killed, 500 
hurt in Costa Rica earthquake 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) — 
A powerful earthquake struck 
this Central American country, 
iriTlin g at least SO people and 
injuring 500 others when it top- 
pled a hotel and destroy^ scores 
of homes, authorities said Tues- 
day. 

The quake, whose epicentre 
was in the Caribbean 180 
kOomeores (110 mOes) east of San 
Jose, was felt tbrou^out Costa 
Rica and parts of neighbouring 
Panama. Authorities it hit 
Monday at 3:50 p.m. (2158 
GMT) with an intensiiy of 7.4 on 
^ lUchter scale. 

The worst rfamag a was in Puer- 
to Limon, foe nation’s main 
Caribbean port city, where foe 
three-storey IntematioDal Hotel 
collapsed and dozens of homes 
were destroyed. 

“This place looks like one of 
these Hollywood apocalyptic 
movies. It felt like the world was 
coming to an end as everything 
moved and heaved.” Rigobeito 
Perez, a resident of Puerto 
Limoo, said by telephone. 

' At least 11 people died in foe 
collapse of the two big building in 
Puerto Limon. Red Ooss i^- 
cials said. 

Authorities said eight jmple 
died and 15 were injoied in the 
Panamanian provinces of Bocas 
D«t Toro and Chiriqui, near foe 
Costa Rican border. 

In Puerto Limon, home to 
130,000 people, water and power 
were out as fir^ghters struggled 
with major fires into the night. 
Most residents in foe region live 


in one-storey wooden homes, and 
foe hotel was among a handftil of 
tall bull^gs. 

*nie capital, San Jose, suffered 
extensive damage, but there were 
DO immediate reports of wide- 
^ead casualties in the 

Much of the mountainous 
countryside was cut off when 
bridges were collapsed, roads 
were blodied by landslides and 
power tines severed. 

Earthquakes are a frequent 
phenomenon in Central America, 
bot Costa Rica rarely has such 
serious tremors. In 1976, more 
than 20.000 people were kQled in 
a Guatemala quake, and 5,000 
people were killed in Nicaragua 
in 1972. 

A ' quake of magnitude 7 is 
considered a major earthquake, 
capable of widespread, heavy 
dama ge in populated areas. 

The Richter scale is a gauge Of 
the energy released by an earth- 
quake, as measured by the 
ground motion recorded on a 
seismograph. Every increase of. 
one oombtf means that the ground* 
motion is 10 times greater. 

Costa Rican Preadent Rafeel 
Angel Calderon appealed to U.S. 
President George Bush and Latin 
American governments for medi- 
cine and ofoer hnmanitariaD aid. 
He said a first planeload of U.S. 
aid was arriving today. 

Nicaragua was aiso sending 
helicopters to evacuate some o( 
foe injured and Mexico and 
Venezuela also promised help. 

“Let us all embrace (each 
other) and may God help us so 
that we can help our brofoers in 


Limon,” Calderon said in a 
oatiODwide radio broadcast. 

In Puerto Limon, dozens of 
houses fell apart with the fir« 
jolt, since virtually all foe dty s 
homes are trid and wooden. 

Alberto Lee, a Red Cross offi- 
cial, told a news conference that a 
pretiminary survey showed that 
11 peo}^ died and 24 were in- 
jured in the collapse of the Inter- 
national Hotel and the office 
building. 

The Customs house was also 
desfiroyed. 

At a government-owned refin- 
ery on the outskirts of foe port, a 
gasnline tank e^q^lodcd, sending 
up a huge fireball, and an elec- 
trical sbort-dreuit set a factory 
ablaze, foe fire department said. 

The local hospital was so badly 
damaged that ^ 28 patients had 
to be moved out, induding 12 
newborn babies who were Sown 
to San Jose. 

But dozens more injured, some 
seriously, could not be evacuated 
to San Jose because of biodeed 
roads, hospital spokesman Anto- 
nio Matarrita said in a telephone 
interview. 

“Many hospital patients and 
those injured during foe earth- 
quake are being treated in an 
emergen^ tent, set up in the 
street near the bospitd,” Red 
Cross spokesman Migpel Orozco 
said. 

“Hie earthquake damage is 
really extensive... many bouses 
are destroyed, and so are several 
office bnilding$. The atmosphere 
is stark and sad here.” 


Pretoria urges foreign investment 


LONDON (AP) — Presideot F. 
W. De Berk appealed Tuesday 
for foreign investment in South 
Africa, saying economic develop- 
ment is crudal to the country's 
political progress. 

“Constitational reform must 
be underpinned by a vibrant eco- 
nomy,” De Klerk told a news 
conference. 

“From our point of view, eco- 
nomic development gpes hand in 
band with constitutional develop- 
ment. The hi^ percentage of 
uDemplo)rment is counterproduc- 
tive and plays into the hands of 
radicais wbo would like to see the 
continuation of (fisruptioc.” 

He added: ‘*Any new order will 
be faced with hi^ expectations, 
economic devefopmeDt is foe 
OTly answer.” 

De Berk met Monday oi^t 
with British Prime Minister John 
Major at 10 Downing Street. He 


confirmed that British Fore^ 
Secretary Douglas Hnrd will visit 
South Aftica, but Major did not 
hnmefoately accept an open in- 
vitation. 

De Klerk said he and Major 
briefly discussed U.S. sanctions 
with South Africa but he did not 
seek foe prime minister's in- 
tervention. 

“I am in direct contact with the 
U.S. administration on a regular 
ba^ and I do not need any 
go-between,” De Berk said. 

fjting the European Commun- 
ity’s recent decision to lift sanc- 
tions, De Berk said be confi- 
dent that South Africa’s isolation 
was ending. 

“Markets dosed to us only a 
year or two ago are now open 
again,” be said. 

“We also found new markets 
even when sanctions were the 'in’ 
thing ... and we have a blossom- 


ing trade in new markets where 
we were not active three, fonr 
and five years ago.” He ^ve no 
details of these markets. 

Trade with ofoer African states 
has doubled in the past year, he 
added. 

De Berk said be had a “very 
friendly” meeting Tuesday morn- 
ing wifo Neil Kinnock, l^der of 
foe opposition Labour Party, 
though he didn’t get the response 
be wanted. 

“Having heard bis account, I 
remain convinced that it is still 
too early to lift economic sanc- 
tions.” Kinnock told leporten 
after an hour wifo foe South 
African leader. 

Former Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, a staunch oppo- 
nent of sanctions, who plans to 
visit South Africa later year, 
also spent an boor with De Berk 
Tuesday. 


White House sees no impropriety 
in travels of Bush chief of staff 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House has •scrambled to 
the defence of President George 
Bash’s duef of staff, saying there 
wa^ nothing improper in his use 
of government ainnft for per- 
sonal and political business. 

Senior officials attempted to 
co ntro l the political dama^ from 
weekend revelations that Chief of 
Staff John Sununn used mflitary 
j^ for more than 60 trips over 
'the past two years for either 
personal or Republican Party 
business. 

“We don't think there's any- 
thing wrong,” White House 
spokesman Mariin Fitzwater said 
in a daily briefing donnnated by 
questions on Sonunu. “There’s 
DO impropriety that’s been shown 
here.” 

He said officials were prepar- 
ing a detailed report for release to 
the media on Sununo's travels 
and the amount be reimbursed 
foe government for personal 
trips. 

Sununu, whose iron-fisted rule 
of foe White Honse staff have 
angered friend and foe alike, 
returned Kfonday by government 
plane from his home state of New 
Hampshire after a weekend 


there. 

Fitzwater said Bush had been 
on the phone with Sununn about 
his flights over the weekend and 
again 'Monday morning. 

The White House said Sonu- 
nu's use of government aircraft, 
as opposed to commercial planes, 
was based on a 1987- policy by 
President Ronald Reagan that 
allowed such flints for foe White 
Honse chief of staff and national 
security adviser. 

The rationale was that these 
two high-ranking officials should 
maintam voice contact wifo the 
White House at all timas through 
secure communications equip- 
ment. 

Fitzwater said Sununu “decades 
^riiich trips be takes, and of course 
they’re all subject to the rules and 
're^ilations with regard to reim- 
bursement.” 

A Washington Post report Sun- 
day estimate the total cost tor 
taxpayers of his flights at over 
half' a milli on dollars. His stan- 
dard reimbursemeiit would be at 
commercial rates, far che^ser 
than foe cost of mang a milrteiy 
jcL 

The Post said the flights in- 
duded 27 trips to New Hamp- 



JohD Sanmui 

shire, where he had served as 
governor, or to nearby Boston. It 
said be also made trips to Colora^ 
do ski resorts and to Republican 
fund-raisers.' 

U.S. News and World Report- 
magazine said Sununn far outdid 
two of 'Reagan’s chiefis of staff in 
use of government planes. It said 
Donald Regan and James Baker 
made 10 trips each over a com- 
bined six-year period in the 
White Honse post. 

The air force says it costs 
$3,945 an hour to operate a C-20, 
the 12-passenger military version 
of a typical corporate jeL That 
exdndes salaries of the five- 
member crew. 


Prince courts new_ controversy with 
attack on Britain’s education system 


LONDON (R) — Prince Charies, 
who already has a reputation for 
controversy, has provoked a new 
furore with a ^thmg attack on 
Britain’s edu cation system that 
strays dose to foe fortHdden area 
of party politics. 

Newspapers gave front page 
piommenoe Tu^day to renurks 
in uiiich foe heir to foe throne 
branded Britain an educational 
disgrace and blamed underfund- 
ing and fashionable theories ab- 
out chfld devetopment. 

In a ^reech Monday to mark 
the anniversary of William 
Shakespeare’s birfo, he said foe 
education system Defected fiter- 
ature and left children ill- 
prepared to cope \dien they left 


sdiool. 

“It is almost incredible that in 
Shakespeare’s land one chfld in 
seven leaves primary school func- 
tionally Illiterate.” the prince 
said. 

‘'Here in Britain we seem to 
get it wrong dmost before we 
have begun... In France, Italy 
and Belgium every child under 
five receives nursery education 
from foe .state. Here, less than 
half of our diildren have foat 
right,” be said. 

The prince's comments edge 
close to breaking an unwritten 
rule in wfaidi tiw royal family 
stays Out of political debate. But 
neither of Britain’s two leaefing 
parties complained because foe 


^>eedi provided them with poli- 
tical ammunition. 

The opposition Labour Party 
saw it as a critique of the Con- 
servative ^)veimnent’s squeeze 
on education spending, while the 
government said the prince was 
taigetting left-leaning educa- 
tionalists. 

The Guardian newspaper re- 
ported foe Prince of Wales’s re- 
marks had split educationalists 
between those vfoo were‘“uttei1y 
delighted” and many who saw hxs 
views as outdated. 

In its opinion column, foe 
rightwing Daily Express recalled 
Shakespeare's play Henry V, 
here an earlier Prince Of Wales 
leads victorious troops at the 



Prince Charies 


Ba^ of AgiiKonrt. “We hope 

^ wtends to ^ 

on, the editorial read. * 



Pregnant legislators 
may have to call on 
doctor in the Housd 

TOPEKA, Kansas (AP) — Rep- 
rescptative Alex Scott is kcepng 
surgical gloves and a medical 
clamp in his desk drawer just in 
case he has to make a few h<^ 
«iik Three members of the Kan- 
sas House of Representatives are 
pregnant and due next month, 
and foe state legiriature has yet to 
wrap up its session. Two of foe 
expectant mothers say if legisla- 
tive business drags foe session on, 
they’ll be counting on Scott, a 
retired obstetrician, to be avail- 
able to deliver their babies. “It's 
just good common sense to have 
something like this (medical 
equipment) on hand, especially 
when you have someone who 
could really hurry things along,” 
said Scott. The legislature is cur- 
rently on a break. Its wrap-up 
session be^ns Wednesday and is 
expected to last about a week. 
That could put legislative big- 
ness and childbirfo on a collision 
course for foe three le^slators, 
particularly if the session runs 
into overtime. State congress- 
woman Darlene Cornfield is ex- 
pecting her third child on May 10. 
State Reps. Sheila Hochhauser 
and Susan Wagle expect to give 
birth toward the end of the 
month. Mrs. Wagle learned she 
was pr^pant after she had won 
the primary election in her dis- 
trict. Mrs. Cornfield found out 
after she won in the general 
election. 

India’s prostitutes 
may not get to vote 

NEW DELHI (R) — Most of 
India’s two million prostitutes 
may be deprived of their ri^ to 
vote in general elections next 
month because of popular pre- 
judice against them, an Indian 
newspaper reported. Officials 
had “shied away from foe red- 
light districts” when conducting a 
nationwide census this year which 
also served to register voters, the 
Indian Express said. Some prosti- 
tutes tried to get their names 
added to foe voters’ lists, but this 
meant, finding a registered voter 
in their constituent to vouch for 
them. No one would. “Wifo the 
kiDd of stigma attached to their 
profession... there was no way 
they could get their applications 
countersign^ by anyone in foe 
coostitnei^, not even by their 
regular clients,” the report said. 
After exhausting all leg^ avenues 
of appeal, the prostitutes' vrelfare 
group Bharatiya Patita Uddhar 
Sabba wants Indian President 
Ramaswamy Venkatararaan to 
help, foe Indian Express said. 
The organisation had asked Indi- 
a’s supreme court to exempt pro- 
situtes from having their applica- 
tions countersigned, a procedure 
meant to stop false re^trations. 
The court turned down the peti- 
tion on April IS. 

Audrey hepburn 
honoured 

NEW YORK (AP) — Audrey 
Hepburn was honoured by col- 
lea^es paying tribute to the en- 
dimring actre s s ufoo bewitched 
fens as a princess in Roman Holi- 
day, a codmey flower gjri in My 
Fair Lady and the outrageons 
Holly Goligfrtly in Bieakfest At 
'nffimy’s. “Suddenly there wte 
that dazzling creature, l<viiring 
like a wide-eyed doe prancing 
forou^ foe forest,” recalled Billy 
Wilder, who foreexed Miss Hep- 
bum in Sabrina. -“It took exactly 
five minutes for everybody on 
that set to fell in love wifo her.” 
Wilder was one of a dozen actors 
and directors to speak at the 
Lincoln Centre Film Society tri- 
bute to the 62-year-old actress. 
Miss Hepburn’s big break came 
in 1951 at age 22 when the writer 
Colette qMtted her and a «^k ed her 
to play Gigi on Broadway. Her 
first major movie role, Roman 
Holiday, followed in 1953. She 
won aa Academy Award for 
portrayal of a princess who goes 
out on the town incognito and 
rails in love with an American 
reporter. “It was my good luck 
ourmg that summer in Rome to 
be^ first of her cinema swings, 
to hold out my hand and help her 
her balance as she did her 
spins and pirocettes and made 
practically, everybody in the 

worid fell in love with her,” said 
Gregory Peds, who played file 
reporter. “There will never be a 
s^flnel to Roman Holiday, but 
mthout a doubt the princess M 
oecorac a queen." From a box on 
foe side the stage, Mbs Hq»r 
bora, radiant in a flowing while 
80^ topped by a spa rielhig g/aMp 
®pd-^ua bolero, threw peck * 
«ss. Later, she thanked the maiqf 
“tors, dirctora, photognoM 
^ technicians she worked 
years, saying in 
charmingly self-deprecating 

that they ‘‘gare so »«* 
o a skinny broad and tuinedfrV 
“ito a mariwtable coramoditjp- 


f 


